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Bible Class in our 
Skippack, Pa., Church, 
the Rev. Carl G. Petri, 


pastor. 
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He Is Not Dead 


He is not dead—that Man 
of Galilee! 

That gentle, kindly soul of 
long ago, 

Who walked and talked with 
men and sought to be 

A FRIEND—Who loved and 
served both high and low. 

He is not dead—He walks 
the earth today, 

In simple guise, as in those 
days of old. 

I glimpse Him often as I go 
my way, 

And, seeing Him, I strive to 
touch a fold 

Of glory; as they sought to 
touch His gown 

In far off days, and, touch- 
ing it, am well 

And strong once more. He 
seeks no wide renown, 

He is so humble one can 
searcely tell 

His face—for He is walking 
earth again 

IN HEARTS OF THOSE 


GREAT OAK TREE 
WHO LOVE THEIR at Harbaugh’s Church, three miles east of Waynesboro, Pa., and not far from Pen-Mar Park. 


FELLOWMEN! The trunk of this tree is 22 ft. in circumference, 15 in. above the ground. It is about 85 ft. high, 
and its greatest width is 82 ft. The Church lot formerly belonged to the farm on which Dr. 
—Grace Harner Poffenberger. Henry Harbaugh was born. 
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“MAN THE UNKNOWN” 


This is an intensely interesting, at times 
engaging, but also a baffling, book which 
almost defies reviewing. Its author, Alexis 
Carrel, a noted scientist and surgeon, will 
be recalled as the recipient of the Nobel 
prize in 1912. While I cannot altogether 
agree with the introduction to it by 
Harper & Bros., the publishers, that it is 
“written in simple language”, neverthe- 
less its high spots are always made clear. 

The author tells us that his effort is “to 
understand man as a whole”, by “an ac- 
curate knowledge of his organic constitu- 
tion, his physiological and mental fune- 
tions, the nature of his inner time and 
his adaptive functions”. Indeed “the 
knowledge of the individual gives us the 
means of building around him a fitting 
environment”. “Science reveals to a de- 
clining civilization the road to salvation. 
With its mighty assistance, it is in our 
power to escape the fate common to all 
great nations of the past.” 

Dr. Carrel bases all that he has to say 
upon a mass of facts which he has ob- 
served with the scientific eye and mind. 
He pretty much leaves us there with the 
record. He evidently believes that certain 
conclusions, however, will be obvious to 
us. He is generally reserved as to any 
personal judgment. He makes little or no 
effort to help us in formulating the theo- 
logical results to which his scientific ob- 
servations may lead. In other words, the 
author writes in a truly scientific spirit, 
free from philosophical and theological im- 
plications. 

As a study of human integration I ven- 
ture to say that this book is unsurpassed. 
Man as an anatomical, psychological, and 
philosophical entity is revealed in all his 
relationships as so completely integrated, 
with each and every part so interdepend- 
ent, that one part of him cannot be treat- 
ed without consideration and analysis of 
every other. While perhaps I have no 
right to express a judgment, I should say 
that this book might be about the last 
word, up to date, in medical science, for 
both specialist and general practitioner. 

Let not the reader feel that, because 
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this book is by a scientist, he would have 
religion capitulate to science, as some of 
the authors, whose books I have recently 
reviewed, claim that it has done. While 
Dr. Carrel appears to reject philosophy 
and sociology as unreliable and builds on 
scientific facts, he would protect science 
itself against a mechanical thinking which 
would neglect the “soul”. 

Certain of Dr. Carrel’s conclusions, in 
his last chapter on “The Remaking of 
Man”, will be disturbing. Society now is 
just a herd. We need to create an elite, 
because “the herd always profits by the 
ideas and inventions of the elite”. 


In fact, this whole chapter upsets about 
every social method now in _ practice. 
Nothing is now being done right. “We 
must rescue the individual from the state 
of intellectual, moral, and physiological 
atrophy brought about by modern condi- 
tions of life’. “The only way to obviate 
the disastrous predominance of the weak 
is to develop the strong”. The analysis of 
modern society is devastating: “Artists 
and men of science supply the community 
with beauty, health and wealth. They live 
and die in poverty. Robbers enjoy pros- 
perity in peace’. Gangsters are “heroes”, 
“protected by politicians and respected by 
judges”. “A rich man has every right”. 
“Sexual morals have been cast aside. 
Psychoanalysts supervise men and women 
in their conjugal relations”. But that is 
not all: “There is no difference between 
right and wrong, just and unjust”. “Min- 
isters have rationalized religion. They 
have destroyed its mystical basis”. “In 
their half-empty Churches they vainly 
preach a weak morality. They are content 
with the part of policemen, helping in the 
interest of the wealthy to preserve the 
framework of present society. Or, like 
politicians, they flatter the appetites of 
the crowd”. 


While one recognizes the extravagance 
of this, there is enough of truth in it to 
be disturbing. As I finish the book I can 
see that, like many scientific treatises, it 
may be used either in the interest of a 
philosophy of materialism or to the con- 
clusion that science has at last become 


the “handmaid” of religion. It doubtless 
depends on both the predispositions and 
the thinking capacity of the reader. One 
could easily find justification for the ecur- 
rent German racial ideas in the closing 
chapter, unless he took into account also 
the author’s human idealism as it appears 
elsewhere in the volume. 

This book will repay reading by any 
minister or social welfare worker, but it 
calls for no little discrimination. One 
need not even accept all the alleged facts 
and above all one may distinguish between 
some facts and the conclusions which the 
author draws from them. The reader will 
linger over many passages of beauty and 
inspiration while others he will instine- 
tively repel, as he is carried on by a man 
who believes that “we faintly perceive 
through the mists of dawn a path which 
may lead to our salvation”. “For the first 
time in the history of humanity, a crum- 
bling civilization is capable of discern- 
ing the causes of its decay. For the first 
time, it has at its disposal the gigantic 
strength of science”. “Our destiny is in 
our hands. On the new road we must now 
go forward”. There is a contagion of faith 
in this book which might even warm the 
heart of Oswald Spengler. 

—Charles S. Macfarland 


OTHER BOOKS THIS WEEK 


The Church of Christ and the Problems 
of the Day, by Karl Heim, Scribners, is 
of special interest as it reveals the mind 
of a German professor who is in the midst 
of the conflict in that nation. 

From two different points of view and 
with differing emphases, are two volumes 
on Paul: 

Finally: With Paul to the End, by John 
A. Hutton, Harper & Bros. 


The Mind of Paul; by Irwin Edman, ~ 


Henry Holt & Co. 

The first is an illuminating story of 
the Apostle’s experience, while the second 
is a study of his mind, by a philosopher. 
Each contributes something of its own to 
the study of a personality which is assum- 
ing more and more significance in the in- 
terpretation of Jesus. —C. Ss. M. 


Family Church Worship—Lost? 


(Excerpts from Thesis presented in Department of Christian Education at the Theological Seminary of the Reformed 


Church in the U. S., by Epwarp L. SCHLINGMAN) : 


Some months ago we found quite a few 
articles in the “Messenger” inquiring con- 
cerning the whereabouts of the old Fam- 
ily Pew in our present ideas of Church 
worship. Seemingly, the day of family 
group worship in the Church is past, and 
yet its passing has left everyone—espe- 
cially the ministry of the Church—with a 
feeling that something is definitely lack- 
ing. Because of the current interest in 
this topic the writer has been urged to 
share with the readers of the “Messenger” 
some of the findings of his thesis pre- 
sented for graduation at the Seminary last 
spring and entitled, “The Relation of the 
Family Pew to Christian Education”. 


A questionnaire of 13 questions was pre- 
pared. Some of them depended upon mem- 
ory of the past; some upon observations 
of present conditions; and yet others were 
directed at dreams and theories for the 
future. These questionnaires were sent to 
20 representative congregations of the Re- 
formed Church. An attempt was made to 


sample every major type of Church. Con- 
gregations were solicited whose member- 
ship ranged from 150 to 1,500 and which 
were located in both rural and urban 
fields in Pennsylvania, Maryland, North 
Carolina, Ohio, and Indiana. About 350 
answers were received, and sincere thanks 
are due the ministers who cooperated in 
this study. The questionnaire was an- 
swered by all types of people—high school 
students, college students, laymen, Chureh 
School teachers and superintendents, pub- 
lie school teachers, and ministers. 


The ministers are clearly favorable to 
the Family Pew. When asked, “What has 
been your experience with the Family 
Pew and what attitude do you take con- 
cerning it?” they reply in this strain: 
“Personally, I love the ‘family pew’ idea. 
It has fine possibilities.’ “The ‘family 
pew’ idea is the only thing.” “TI like to 
see children and parents sitting together.” 
“There is yet a real need for the family 
pew.” Can it be that the future of our 


united Church may be brightened by a 
return to the “horse and buggy days” 
when the family worshipped together? 

In our day the question is frequently 
asked, Will not the Church School take 
the place of the old plan of Chureh wor- 
ship, which ineluded the entire family? 
These lay-leaders seem to answer, Yes— 
under ideal conditions, but where will the 
child formulate an idea of worship, when 
we observe such slip-shod methods in our 
Church Schools? To the question, “Can 
you remember having had a fine worship 
experience in the Church as a child?”, 59 


lay-people answer, “Yes,” while 108 an- — : 


swer, “No”. To the question, “As a child, 
which did you enjoy more—the Church 


School service or the Church service?”’, — 


215 reply “the Chureh School’, and 1 
reply “the Church”. The question, “D 
you really feel worshipful during the op 
ing exercises of the Church School?”, 
ceives 105 replies in the affirmative 


(Continued on Page 21) =) 
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‘ PRESIDENT OMWAKE RETIRES 


In every section of our Church there will be not only 
deep interest but very genuine regret in the announcement 
that Dr. George Leslie Omwake has resigned as President 
of Ursinus College, and that the Board of Directors has 
reluctantly accepted his resignation, to take effect with the 
close of the College year next June. So great are the 
responsibilities of such a position that it was obviously in 
the interests of Dr. Omwake’s health that he should retire. 
His physical condition is slowly but steadily improving, but 
he feels that his strength is unequal to the task of taking 
up again the burdens of the Presidency, and that the mani- 
fold problems which changing educational conditions are 
bound to create should now be assumed by a younger man. 

Few college Presidents of our time have been so un- 
qualifiedly successful as Dr. Omwake. In reporting a few 
of the memorable facts of his administration since 1912, 
the papers state that the enrolment and faculty of the col- 
lege have both increased more than 250%, the number of 
courses has been doubled, the endowment has been in- 
creased 262%, the value of the plant and equipment nearly 
900%, and the .total assets more than 625%. But more 
than this, through all the years Dr. Omwake has been one of 
the wisest and most devoted laymen of our Church, in the 
forefront of every agency and movement for the upbuild- 
ing of the Kingdom of God on earth. Every leader of our 
Church has rejoiced in the privilege of his friendship and 
helpfulness and has been blessed by the touch of his inspir- 
ing personality. Outspoken and uncompromising in fealty 
to his high ideals, he has nevertheless been one of our most 
broad-minded and brotherly leaders during the past genera- 
tion, and his influence has contributed mightily toward 
practical co-operation in all the work of Christ’s Church. 
No wonder that all who have really come to know George 
Leslie Omwake join from the heart in saying: “He is a 

. prince!’ 

Now that retirement from official position is so soon to 
come, we join with a host of friends in the sincere prayer 
that Dr. Omwake may long be spared to us, so that we 
may have the benefit of his gracious spirit and wise counsel 
through the mellowed years—and we hope the restful and 
joyous years—of his increasing age. 
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THE TRUE FUNCTION OF THE CHURCH 


What should the Church of Christ be and do in such a 
time as this? There is a veritable Babel of voices and a 
conflict of one-sided emphases in answer to this question. 
The Federal Council Bulletin gives us three suggested func- 
tions of the Church which are thoughtful and wise, and 
may serve all of us as “guide-posts on a road where it is 
not always easy to see the way”. In abbreviated form we 
pass these on for your benefit: 


I. The first and basic task of the Church, says the 
Bulletin, is “to help men gain and hold a sense of the spir- 
itual meaning of life.’ We need to be reminded often how 
our mechanical progress and triumphs in the realm of 
physical nature tempt us to think of life itself in mechan- 
ical and physical terms. Many have become blind as bats 
to spiritual realities and so see nothing worth living for. 
Faith in God is essential to make life meaningful and co- 
herent. The Church is really the only institution on earth 
which “exists to keep alive an awareness of the reality of 
God in His world.” 


II. The Church must hold before men the Christian 
ideal of life and train them in Christian living. Secular 
education fails to develop adequate motive—and it is just 
that which is the most crucial aspect of education. All our 
enormous strides in scientific knowledge have put great 
power into the hands of men, but have not succeeded in 
answering the question as to the ends for which that power 
is to be used. The most perfect social system imaginable 
will prove to be a “dud” if operated by men with wrong 
motives. There isn’t one social problem of which you can 
think which can be permanently solved without solving the 
problem of changing the human heart. There can be no 
real prosperity, then, apart from the work of the Church. 
The only way we can have a better country is by getting 
better people to live in it. Our one hope is in religion. 


Ill. The Church must bring the insights of the Chris- 
tian Gospel to bear upon our wider social, economic and 
international life. To think of the Christian life apart from 
its social obligations is a tragedy. The claim that “ 


e€co- 


nomics and politics should be kept out of the Church” has 
meant in practice as a rule that “Christianity is to be kept 
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out of economics and politics.” It is a fundamental truth 
that ‘‘a Church that holds Christ to be ‘Lord of all’ cannot 
stop short of seeking and ‘interpreting the mind of Christ’ 
for every phase of life.” The Church must help men not 
only to become filial toward their Heavenly Father, but 
also to become more and more fraternal toward their human 
brothers in all the world. 


Eee doe 
WORTH PRESERVING 


So many new things are being crowded into our lives— 
new inventions and discoveries, new ideas and sensations— 
that it is obvious a great deal of what we valued in the 
past will have to be thrown overboard. It therefore be- 
heoves every man and woman who was born before the 
close of last century to ponder well and determine what 
things are really worth preserving from the past, and then 
to use every effort to keep them alive, leaving all the rest 
to perish if necessary. We shall not all think alike, but that 
does not matter so long as we do our sifting honestly. We 
must treasure the grains of pure gold wherever they are to 
be found. 

I gladly acquiesce in the disappearance of many once 
familiar features, but there are certain things that I value 
which seem to me in danger of dying out. I would place 
first the pursuit of knowledge for its own sake, apart from 
its vocational usefulness, and in particular an acquaintance 
with classical modes of thought. It is not necessary for all 
to learn Greek or Latin, but what a heritage he misses who 
has never come into contact with the humanism of the 
Greeks, with their many-sidedness and their ideal of the 
“good life”! I think the spirit of amateurism, which means 
doing things for the love of doing them, is worth preserv- 
ing, painful as many of its manifestations were in the past. 
The faculty of wonder, another Greek quality, is also in 
danger. We have grown old and blase, and the glory of 


the world escapes us because we seem to have no wonder 
left. 


Finally, I would like to preserve the graciousness of 
manner which was so much prized by our elders, but which 
the new generation is in too much of a hurry to practice, 
even when not deliberately eschewing it as a relic of the 
old insincerities which it rightly detests. It does not always 
realize that true graciousness comes from a fundamental 
sincerity and regard for the feelings of others. It entails 
a certain atmosphere of leisure, implying that we have time 
for something other than business or pleasure. 


—GRENVILLE KLEISER 
See kok 


A LIFE FOR A LIFE 


A boy of 16, who is said to have helped a man of 26 to 
rob and murder an old poultry farmer, has been sentenced 
to die in the electric chair next month down in New Jersey. 
This is supposed to be a fine illustration of “Jersey justice”. 
Mr. Arthur Brisbane, popular editorial writer. is forced to 
admit that “16 seems rather young for an electric chair 


candidate”, but he quickly disposes of the matter by a hard- — 


boiled attitude toward youthful criminals, and the claim 
that “robbery and murder having become an important 
profession and a highly profitable industry, the public atti- 
tude toward capital punishment is changing.’ This, there- 
fore, is his sophisticated and cold-blooded verdict: ‘Those 
that 25 years ago would; have been horrified at sending a 
boy of 16 to the electric chair are inclined now to ‘get them 
young and get rid of them’. It is as useful to kill a young 
rattlesnake as an old rattlesnake.” Or as one man replied 
to the plea for the substitution af life imprisonment: “Jt’s 
cheaper to fry them than to feed them.’ But does all this 
bear any resemblance to the spirit of the New Testament ? 
It does not. 


After all, is the State so sure that it has done its duty 
toward “‘this boy of 16”, and that it is, therefore, justified 
in hustling him into eternity? It would probably be lese 
majeste to call such a ruthless judgment child murder; but 
just what are we to call it, in the light of the teaching of 
Jesus? 
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THE ENTHUSIAST AND THE DOUBTER 
Talk About National Greatness 


“America is a truly great nation,” said the Enthusiast. 
“We have natural grandeur here, wealth enough for every- 
body, freedom for people to worship as they will, and a 
democratic form of government. One cannot think that 
such a country will ever go the way of the ancient nations.” 

The Doubter had questions, as usual. “A nation can be 
great only as she is righteous. Thousands of years ago, the 
religious leaders of Israel believed that, and I think they 
were wise. With her natural grandeur and her wealth and 
her traditions of freedom America may endure, but no 
man who reads history can be sure of it. If we conquer 
poverty, if we find jobs for our unemployed, if we change 
the ways in which we make and distribute goods, if we 
deal honorably with other nations, we will have power and 
long life. Otherwise, I fear that the doom of the fallen 
nations of the past will be ours, too.” 

“Don’t you think we are doing fairly well? Many of our 
public leaders are Christians and try to shape their policies 
in accordance with their faith. Want and insecurity and 
injustice can be found in every nation. According to your 
philosophy, all nations are doomed.” 

“You are quite right,” said the Doubter. “But I think 
we should measure the greatness and the goodness of our 
country, not by comparing her with other countries, but by 
imagining what she could be, with her unlimited resources, 
her inventions, her factories, her machines, her industrial 
power, her Churches and her schools. We sin, not so much Dh 
because we behave more unrighteously than other nations, 


as because we fall short of our glorious possibilities. We 7 * 
could be free and prosperous and happy, but we are not. = 
Therein lies our iniquity.” o 

“T fear you are pessimistic,” said the Enthusiast. “Why eis 


do you look so much on the gloomy side of events?” 

“Is a man a pessimist for imagining all that his country 
might be and then pointing out wherein she fails? Would 
you accuse me of taking a gloomy view of events simply 
because I see our slums as well as our terraced lawns, our 
lynchings as well as our International Houses, our bread- 
lines as well as our colossal machines, our preparations for 
war as well as our declarations for peace? Are you not 
setting up false alternatives? To me, it is not a question 
of being a pessimist or an optimist, but a question of seeing 
the whole of life or only a little part of it.” 

“I suppose,” replied the Enthusiast, “that religious peo- 
ple do walk too much in the pleasant paths of the comfort- 
able and the safe. Perhaps we ought to look more frequently 
into the lives of the disinherited and the oppressed, so that 
our interpretations of life would become comprehensive.” 

“Yes,” said the Doubter, ‘“‘and we ought to use our 
imaginations more than we do. For we cannot see our 
present national life clearly, even when we try to see all of 
it, unless the light of our vision of what the nation could 
be shines on what our nation actually is.” —F. D. W. ‘ta 

Ce art ’ 


PAGE THE NEWSPAPERS! 


We must not permit our American newspapers to forget — 
that we plainly perceive their unquestionable obligation to the - 
liquor traffic. Mr. Robert S. Mann, on the basis of a care-_ 
ful analysis as reported in the Methodist Protestant Re- 
corder, states that during the first year of repeal the liquor 
interests paid no less than $10,000,000 into the treasuries 
of American newspapers for advertising. About two- 


hard liquors, and the appeals were made to women a 
children as well as to men in the effort to cultivate | 
taste for booze, and thus to add toithe list of victims o 
habit-forming alcoholic drug. In 85 cities alone, the 


such advertising. If you want to know why so 
American newspapers urged so strongly the repeal of 


ipated the great advertising revenue that would co m 


repeal have evidently not been disappointed. We repeat 
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following question asked by Missions, that brilliant monthly 
of the Baptist Church: “How many newspapers can hon- 
estly declare that their editorial policy on repeal was not 
influenced by their prospective advertising ?” 

But the more important question is: If the effort to in- 
crease the general use of alcoholic liquor by the men, 
women and youth of America is against sound public 
policy, how long are the patriotic citizens of this country 
going to permit the wet newspapers, as well as magazines, 
broadcasting companies, and other advertisers, to get away 
with it? 

caer ack 
HOW TRUE! 


Dean Alington suggests that if the clergy would give to 
the general ordering of their services even one-tenth of the 
time which they give to the preparation of their sermons, 
the result would at once be manifest. Irrelevant hymns are 
as destructive of the true spirit of worship as notices about 
“whist drives” and “jumble sales’. The Dean, of course, 
spoke for Great Britain, and we may not know quite so 
well on this side of the water what “whist drives” and 
“jumble sales” are, but we do know how the effectiveness 
of worship in many Churches is weakened or destroyed 
by the lack of preparedness on the part of the officiating 
minister. We do not wish to be understood as saying that 
sermons are as a rule too well prepared. In order to be 
truthful, we must admit that at times they show as little 
preparation as the rest of the service. But the Dean is cor- 
rect in saying that a lot of preachers who are conscientious 
in the preparation of their discourses seem to have little or 
no conscience with reference to the prayers, hymns or 
general ordering of divine worship in the House of God. 
That mark of the “slip-shod” is one of the reasons for 
irreverence and a lack of interest on the part of many 
people. You can’t expect a careless and impromptu order 
of service to be exceptionally edifying. 

SPS ES 


KINGDOM OF GOD STORIES AND PARABLES 
By “Now AnD THEN” 
The Good Doctor 


Up in Northern Central Pennsylvania there are many 
mountains and many mountain hamlets, far distant from 
one another, and when one becomes grievously sick the 
mountain doctor oft must travel many miles and must fear 
neither heat nor cold, nor snow, nor flood, nor tempest, 
yea, even a raging forest fire, in his going. 

Now it was so, that the doctor at Trout Run grew worn 
and aged in his work and passed away. And the people 
mourned for him but they said, “The great, good doctor at 
Ouiggleville will serve us,’ and he did. And he was a great 
good man of mature years and much strength and was a 
member of the “Sons and Daughters of the Kingdom”, and 
the people loved him. But it came to pass that, in a short 
time, he also died. And when they laid him to rest a great 
multitude, in number about two thousand, mourned his 
departure. 

And as the multitude returned to their homes, they 
said, “Where, now, shall we get us a new doctor, for no 
young doctor worth while will come up into these moun- 
tains and wear out his life for us,’’ and in the Big City 
there were some people who said the same words. 

_ Now it came to pass that while the people wondered 
about their getting a new doctor, there was in the hospital 
in the Big City a brilliant interne who would soon leave 
the hospital. And when that day came the Chief Surgeon 
said to him, “Where wilt thou locate?”’, and the young 
doctor said, “At Trout Run’, and the Chief Surgeon was 
much amazed. And when the people of the mountain ham- 
let heard of his coming they rejoiced greatly, and they 
sent the word to the other mountain hamlets. 

And it came to pass, that shortly after the young doctor 
had begun his work there, there came one evening to his 
office a man who said, “Thou art wanted at the Odd Fel- 
lows’ Hall”, and the doctor took his medicine case and 
hurried with the man to the hall, and behold, when he en- 
tered, it was filled with men and women and children from 
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the hamlet. And the man led the doctor up onto the plat- 
form and said to him, ‘‘This people hath gathered here to 
welcome thee into our mountain hamlets and we seek this 
night to do thee honor’, and they all had a great time. 
But the doctor was astounded, for never had he heard of 
anything like this being done for a young and unknown 
doctor. 

And when all was over and the doctor went home with 
the man who had brought him, he said, “Whence came 
this?” And the man said, “The ‘Sons and Daughters of 
the Kingdom’ caused this matter, for they said, ‘We waited 
until our great and good doctor died to do him honor and 
it was a grievous mistake of the head, but we shall not do 
so with this new doctor. We shall show our appreciation 


ef 


now’. 
And the doctor thought within himself—for he was 
deeply moved—‘‘May I also become a worthy member of 
‘The Sons and Daughters of the Kingdom’.” But the people 
knew by his deed that he already was. a member. 
soda 


KITCHEN SPIRITS 


In China today many people have a god of the kitchen, 
which by the way is only one of the many other gods and 
goddesses, or rather spirits, which they worship, or order 
about, or to which they give a calling-down as they see fit. 
And if my memory is correct I recall reading about the 
goddess Vesta, of ancient Greece, who had her abode in 
the hearth of the common people. The Chinese family be- 
lieves that its kitchen spirit takes a vital interest in all that 
occurs within the four walls of their home. They even 
place a picture of the spirit on an especially built shelf in 
their kitchen, so the spirit can observe to the best ad- 
vantage. At the end of each year this picture is solemnly 
burned so as to release the spirit, which proceeds to report 
the doings of the family to their great god, which they call 
Heaven. 

These kitchen spirits are not altogether children of 
imagination, nor are they the product of mere superstition. 
When in high school a group of us boys while out hiking 
happened upon an abandoned cabin deep in a woods on the 
side of a mountain. The windows were out, there was no 
door, and the only part of the rustic old building in good 
repair was a beautiful fire-place. For many years the cabin 
was inhabited by a family of simple folk, who abandoned 
it more than a decade ago. This cabin became our favorite 
camping site, and the fire-place was something almost alive 
to us. I can remember sitting before it late in the fall 
when the sharp air came readily through the gaping win- 
dows and vacant doorway. The only part of our cabin that 
seemed alive was the old hearth. The household spirit that 
watched youngsters playing, mothers cooking, and gener- 
ation on generation pass through that door, still lived and 
watched. What a story it would tell if one could only re- 
lease it from that hearth and give it a human tongue. Tales 
of bitter cold nights when death was nigh, of new babies 
and happy parents, of departures and happy reunions, of 
fruitful years and meager, of song and of tears. And after 
it had told its lone tale I wonder what our reaction would be. 

If we are not too prosaic, too sophisticated of intellect to 
believe that kitchen spirits do exist, I wonder what tales 
those spirits could tell who live in the homes of our 
friends—in our own homes? 

I have walked into kitchens, the heart of a home, and 
felt the pulsing warmth of love and harmony. I have been 
in others where my very breath came hard because an un- 
seen, suffocating something choked its arteries. The hum- 
ble or the elaborate kitchen can harbor either one or the 
other of these feelings for me, regardless of its meager or 
finished make-up. It takes people to make a kitchen what 
it is, and the household spirit quietiy observes, silently 
watches the people, not the surroundings. 

I have an idea that many a Chinese home grows uneasy 
as the time for burning the picture of its kitchen spirit 
comes near—for the kitchen spirit sees and knows all that 
occurred in its little realm, and tells the truth. If there is 
a kitchen spirit in our homes, and I believe there is, what 
does it have to tell? ALFRED L, CREAGER 
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THE CONSTITUTION DRAFTED 


There was great joy at the close of the meeting of the 
Committee on Constitution, in Cleveland, Ohio, about six 
o’clock in the evening of Thursday, Nov. 21. The draft of 
the Constitution had been completed except for minor mat- 
ters of editing. The committee of four, which had ar- 
ranged in consecutive order the items in the reports of all 
of the five committees, had been in session all day Tuesday, 
morning, afternoon and evening—even up to 12.35 A. M. 
Then the entire committee, with 16 of the 17 members 
present, worked almost incessantly from Wednesday morn- 
ing until Thursday evening. The sub-committees, to whom 
matters were referred back from time to time, met between 
the sessions. The draft has been practically finished and it 
should be possible to send it to the printer early in Decem- 
ber, with the hope of having copies by the beginning of the 
new year. 

The Constitution and By-Laws are one document. The 
fundamental and most important items are in the Constitu- 
tion. The larger part of the material is in the By-Laws, 
which can be changed more easily than the Constitution, as 
the experience of the united Church may require. 


Printed copies will be sent to all interested persons, cer- 
tainly to all ministers and delegate lay members, for their 
study. Official copies will be sent to the Classes for their 
annual meetings which will be held from January to June 
and to the Districts which will meet early in the spring in 
special sessions. Provision is being made for representa- 
tion of the Committee on Constitution to explain and 
answer questions at all of these meetings. The Districts and 
Classes will be asked to give adequate time to the discus- 
ion of every feature of the Constitution, to make criticisms 
and suggestions, and to report these to the Committee on 
Constitution as soon as possible. The committee will meet 
again and consider carefully all these criticisms and sugges- 
tions and make whatever changes seem desirable. It will 
then submit the Constitution to the General Synod at its 
meeting at Fort Wayne, Indiana, June 10, 1936. 

It is the judment of the committee that the Constitution 
and By-Laws should be submitted to the General Synod 
next June, and if the General Synod approves by a two- 
thirds vote it be submitted to the Districts and Classes, and 
if approved by two-thirds of the Districts and two-thirds 
of the Classes it be declared adopted by the General Synod. 

The division of the Church into Synods and Areas is a 
part of the Structure of the Constitution and By-Laws. 
This proposed division is to be submitted to the Districts 
and Classes along with the Constitution. 

The spirit in which all of the work of the Committee on 
Constitution was done has been most commendable. There 
was strong conviction on many points and it was abso- 
lutely necessary to face all of the facts and take everything 
into account in working out solutions of many difficult prob- 


lems. We are a united Church and we simply had to find 
such solutions. It is hoped and it is the prayer of the Com- 
mittee on Constitution that this same spirit will be mani- 
fest when the Constitution is considered by the Districts 
and Classes. —WitiiAm E, Lampe, Secretary 

* Ok 


A SEASONABLE OPPORTUNITY 


“What has been the net result of these years of depres- 
sion? Has it been to make Church members more hard- 
hearted and hard-boiled? It sometimes seems so when one 
sees the lack of interest in paying the small salaries that 
have been promised to our missionaries.” So far, the re- 
turns from Home Mission Day, which were supposed to 
indicate the interest of our pastors and people in making 
up the delinquency of the Church in its promises to our 
missionaries, have been so pitifully inadequate as to justify 
this somewhat sad and bitter comment from one who has 
suffered much. 

Surely at this happy season of the year, from Thanks- 
giving Day to Christmas, we can afford to give some 
tcought to a subject so important and so full of human 
interest. We are being told on all sides that there is an 
uumiustakable trend toward financial recovery. It has been 
reported by higher officials of the United States Govern- 
ment that the total income of our people will be at least 
10 per cent higher in 1935 than in 1934. The total picture, 
in spite of much continued unemployment, looks increas- 
ingly promising. 

But it is necessary to emphasize the fact that, in all this 
returning prosperity, with increased employment, higher 
wages and enlarged spending power enjoyed by millions, 
one element in the population seems so far to have been 
overlooked. How about a thought or two for the Christian 
minister? How many congregations have given serious 
consideration to an increase in the pastor’s salary or a 
restoration of the cut he received or took voluntarily, or 
even of paying up part of his accumulated unpaid salary? 

“Must our ministers and missionaries be the last to ex- 
perience the return of better times?” This is the question 
asked by one of our ablest contemporaries, and the editor 
adds: “Throughout the long and weary depression years, 
no man has carried heavier burdens than the Christian min- 
ister. In utter unselfishness and with high devotion to his 
people, he has gone about his task uncomplainingly and 
with heroic courage. During this crisis in the history of 
America the loyalty of the ministry has been one of the 
remarkable features of our Church life. One of the finest 


. 


The Thoughts of Justus Timberline 


Do You Believe Advertising? 


Those merchants in our town who do 
high-pressure advertising are no funnier 
than if they were in the big cities, but I 
see more of ’em, and they amuse me. 

Every little while one of them puts on 
a sale. First he decides what to call it— 
“Pioneer Memorial Sale,” “Birthday Sale,” 
“$10,000 Mammoth Drive,” “Super-Service 
Sale,” “Price-Smashing Sale,” and so on. 
You’ve seen ’em. 

Then comes a storm of posters, bill- 
boards, window stickers, newspaper ads, 
spare tire ads, dodgers, and, sometimes 


things a Church can do in this month of December is to ; 
make its pastor a Christmas gift of an increase in salary.” 4 
And we may add, if not an increase in salary, how about h. 
a Christmas gift, which may amount to the same thing? It : 
is, at least, a seasonable opportunity to do a gracious thing , 
that may bring great joy and added usefulness. , 
rz. 

‘ 


tom-tom advertising, tells me that the 
courts allow a certain—or maybe an un- 
certain—amount of “trade exaggeration.” 
It is permitted, he says, on the ground that 
it has become so general that it fools no- 
body. 

That’s all right with me; I’ve long ago 
decided that what the ads may call “fas- 
cinating,’ “amazing,” “astounding,” “un- 
precedented,” “50 per cent off,’ “exquis- 
ite,” “utterly satisfying,” and all that, is 
just so much tooth paste and shaving soap 
and breakfast food and underwear and 
collars and gasoline, at steady market 
prices. 


even an advertising parade. 

Now the point is that no business could 
keep afloat if it actually kept the promises 
of their big-talk advertising. 

“Price-smashing” turns out to be two 
cents off a can of Early June peas, or 
fifteen cents cut from the price of $1.50 
shirt, or a dollar reduction on a $10 


dress. 
line. 

I know many merchants, and I know 
that they live on the difference between 
their buying, plus overhead expense, and 
their selling, minus all the cuts and slashes 
on the price tickets. 


Martin Barker, who does a lot of this 


But not, as a rule, below the profit 


But it makes me wonder sometimes why 
the Church doesn’t go into the advertis: 
ing business in a big way. Of course it 
would have to arrange for a stock of goo 
but that ought to be merely a 
of laying in a supply before rushing 
print. 

My Bible is full of good adver 
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copy, and the beauty of it is that, unlike 
the “Colossal Sale” ads, it can’t possibly 
overstate the values that are offered. 

“Ho, everyone that thirsteth, wine and 
milk without money and without price.” 
“Come unto Me, and I will give you rest.” 
“Beauty for ashes; the oil of joy for 
mourning.” “Though your sins be as scar- 
let they shall be white as wool.” 

‘If I had space for them, I could find a 
thousand claims and promises like these— 
all dependable and everyone provable. 

But you notice I said that it’s only a 
matter of getting a supply ready ahead 
of time. 

I once knew a man who went into a new 
business and set an advertising man to 
work for him. It happened that the ad- 
vertising was sent out before the stock of 
goods was shipped from the factory; and 
it was effective advertising; too effective. 

It produced a big demand, but the mer- 
chant went broke, because he was unable 
to deliver the goods. 

My pastor says that’s a parable. 


Thoughts After the Auto Show 


I’ve been to one of the auto shows. The 
cars on display were shinier and sleeker 
and speedier than ever, but I came away a 
little down in the mouth. 

Because, you see, the folks I met around 
these triumphs of design, engineering, 
craftsmanship, and decorative skill were 
the same old folks; lots of pre-war models 
—not chassis only but engine, too. 

It would be foolish to look for 1936 mod- 
els in people, I know; and everybody seems 
to think that we are fully entitled to buy 
all the new dinguses we can sign notes for. 

But I do wish I could see a few signs 
that we were paying enough attention to 
improving the human model. 

Oh, yes; some signs can be found. We 
have teachers in our schools who work at 
it, and some of the P. T. A. people are 
not idle. 

My pastor has gone gray at the job, and 
I reckon when he dies the name of our 
Church will be found written on his heart, 
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as Queen Mary said “Calais” would be 
on hers. 

But the country seems a lot more in- 
terested in better-bred stock, labor-saving 
devices for field and kitchen, office and fac- 
tory, than it is in the quality of the people 
who so freely use these many inventions. 

How do I know? Because I see so 
many of our biggest dealers still content 
with outworn plans, old prejudices, social 
and religious nearsightedness, and the 
half-true watchwords which had lost their 


_ sting even before the big war. 


I’m not so keen about the streamlining 
of cars; air resistance isn’t so much im- 
portance under forty miles an hour, and at 
sixty we need more resistance, not less. 

But here’s a job yet to be done on our 
human angles, bumps and warts. 

Still, consider this sobering thought: a 
genuine 1936 model human being might 
see all too clearly the joke in a 1936 model 
car, which is so easily within the reach 
of everybody as to end in horse-and-buggy 
speed in town and the menace of sudden 
death on the open road. 


The Market Price of Peace 


I’m so much of a peace man myself that 
some of my friends think me to be what 
they call a “peace at any price” man. 
Well, ’m not; not in the way they mean. 

My idea is more for peace at every price. 
I think of Paul’s talk with the “chief cap- 
tain of the band,” when the apostle was 
arrested in Jerusalem. 

Said the chief captain, “Tell me, art 
thou a Roman?” Paul said, “Yes.” 

And the chief captain answered, “With 
a great sum obtained I this freedom.” 

And Paul said, “But I was free-born!” 

Well, in these days no one is born a free 
citizen of the Kingdom of Peace. With a 
great sum every man of peace must obtain 
his freedom. 

That is to say, war has so great a hold 
on the thought and the emotion of men 
that they are not easily persuaded to break 
away from it. 


It cost a great sum to break up the slave 
business—indeed the full price has not yet 
been paid. And every great human ad- 
vance has been bought at a price not much 
less than its value. 

The thing which our fathers called lib- 
erty was not cheaply come by. When Pat- 
rick Henry cried, “Give me liberty or give 
me death,” he was not talking big talk; 
he meant exactly that, as did those who 
actually died to give it him and us, 


I’m anything but a poet; and yet the 
other day my thoughts took this turn: 


THE TERMS OF PEACE 


Would’st thou in truth seek peace, 
How wilt thou grudge the price? 

How may Christ’s rule increase, 
Lacking that sacrifice? 


They who have trusted war 
Know well its price is death. 
If thou war’s waste abhor 
Words do but waste thy breath. 


No freedom’s offered free, 

No prize bestowed unpriced; 
Curst is cheap liberty, 

Futile a crossless Christ. 


Would’st end a deadlier strife? 
Go to this war thou must; 

With life, at need, buy life, 
At need let wealth be dust. 


Each soldier at the wars 
Chances death’s fierce embrace; 
Escaping, bears his sears, 
Though passionless his face. 


Lovest thou peace? Then choose! 
No shelter’s safe for thee— 
War’s tribute to refuse 
And from all toll go free. 


Not so may peace be won; 
Not so shall war depart— 

The Cross for Mary’s Son, 
The sword at Mary’s heart! 


The New Constitution 
Dr. GEoRGE W. Ricuarps, President of General Synod 


1 


I am frequently asked by ministers and 
laymen how the new Constitution will be 
adopted. They fear that it may be adopt- 
ed by the next General Synod without 
reference to the Districts and the Classes. 
This fear is based doubtless upon item 9 
of Article V of the Plan of Union, the 
latter part of which is as follows: “The 
Constitution shall be adopted by a two- 
thirds vote of the General Synod and 
shall be approved in such manner as the 
General Synod shall determine.” The 
General Synod has authority to define the 
manner of its final approval. To allay any 
suspicions that the Constitution will be 
adopted and approved in an arbitrary way 
and contrary to the way constitutions of 
the “E” and the “R” group have hitherto 
been adopted and approved, I wish to 
state that the Committee on Constitution 
which met in Cleveland, Ohio, on Nov. 20 
and 21, unanimously agreed that the draft 
of the Constitution after it has been re- 
vised and adopted by the General Synod 
meeting in June at Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
shall be sent for approval to the Dis- 
tricts and Classes. It is hoped that the 
Constitution will be approved by these 
bodies in the same way as the Plan of 
Union, that is, by a two-thirds vote of 
the Districts of the “E” group and of 
the Classes of the “R” group. If these 
judicatories vote favorably, the General 
Synod, following that of 1936, will de- 
clare the Constitution to be the funda- 
mental law of the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church. 


The General Synod of Baltimore, 1902, 
appointed a committee to prepare a new 
Constitution. It took six years until it 
was declared adopted by the General 
Synod of York, 1908. I cite this fact to 
show that if the Constitution of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church will be 
declared adopted in 1938 by the General 
Synod following that of 1936, it took only 
four years for its preparation and adop- 
tion. Let us make haste slowly, and yet 
let us move as rapidly as the consensus 
of the Districts and the Classes permits. 

II 

Anxiety has been expressed about the 
creation of Synods to take the place of 
Classes and Districts, and the grouping of 
Synods into Areas. This also is a matter 
that cannot be finally decided until the 
Constitution is adopted. The Plan of 
Union has an article on that issue (Article 
V, 7). Mindful of this Article, the com- 
mittee proposes the realignment of judica- 
tories into Synods and Areas in the inter- 
est of efficiency and yet without sacrific- 
ing the principles of government of either 
the Evangelical Synod or of the Reformed 
Church. The Synods will be the only 
judicatories between the congregation and 
the General Synod. This reorganization, 
however, can be put into effect only when 
the Constitution is adopted and by action 
of General Synod, which may refer the 
realignment of the judicatories to the 
Committee on Constitution or to a new 
committee. 

In order that the delegates to the Gen- 
eral Synod may have visible demonstra- 


tion of what is involved in the creation 
of Synods and Areas, the Committee will 
exhibit a tentative diagram showing how 
the realignment may be made. This pro- 
posed scheme is not authoritative and 
final, but iliustrative of what will prob- 
ably follow if the new Constitution is 
adopted. 
IIr 

The first draft of the Constitution is 
to be printed in time to be submitted to 
the winter and spring meetings of the 
Districts and Classes. Their criticisms are 
to be tabulated and sent to the chairman 
of the Committee on Constitution. In the 
light of these suggestions, the present 
draft will be revised before it is sub- 
mitted to the General Synod in June. 

In the nature of the case, when a union 
of two Churches is effected there must be 
giving and taking. Personal preferences 
must be surrendered in the interest of 
the Church as a whole. Having followed 
the making of the first draft of the Con- 
stitution and carefully studied the Con- 
stitutions of the respective Churches, I 
feel that nothing essential has been given 
up by either of the Churches, and that the 
new Constitution will be a far more ef- 
fective instrument for the government 
of the Church than was the Constitution 
of the Reformed Church or of the Evan- 
gelical Synod. But after this is said, I 
desire to emphasize the fact that no Con- 
stitution is perfect and final, and that re- 
visions will doubtless be made in the light 
of experience of the next twenty or thirty 
years. 
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(The MESSENGER presents herewith some appreciations of this valued friend and long time correspondent, given at 
the Memorial Service in his honor, in Faith Church, Baltimore, Md., on Sunday, October 27) 


I. “Beloved Brother and Faithful Minister 
in the Lord” 


By Professor Theo. F. Herman 


I consider it a sad privilege, as a repre- 
sentative of our institutions at Lancaster 
and of the Church at large, to join you in 
paying this tribute to Dr. A. S. Weber, 
who was one of the distinguished sons of 
our Theological Seminary. Yet one shrinks 
from the attempt to put into words the 
tribute that the heart pays to a leader 
who commanded the respect and love of 
all who knew him. Such an attempt would 
seem to involve the analysis of the whole 
into its parts. Applied to an outstanding 
personality, that is an impossible under- 
taking. Our appreciation of such men as 
Dr. Weber grows little by little through 
the ripening acquaintance of many years. 
It rests upon an intuitive perception of 
the life and labor of the man in its total- 
ity. Today we do not ask, Was it his mind 
that distinguished his career, his love. of 
the truth and his eager pursuit of it, or 
was it his heart, his care and cure of the 
souls that were committed to him, or was 
it his energetic will, his generous support 
of all good causes? We know that in all 
these things Dr. Weber excelled as a lead- 
er, but it is not their addition that gives 
us the measure of the man whom we knew 
and loved, and whose passing we mourn. 
The man was greater than all his labor of 
head and heart and hands. It is not these 
things we think of today, as we meet to 
express our appreciation of him—the ser- 
mons he preached, the articles he wrote, 
the work he did, the manifold services he 
rendered to the Church he loved. We are 
thinking, rather, of his life in its rich 
totality: mind, heart, and will fused and 
integrated, and devoted without stint to 
the cause of Christ. 

That, I suppose, is the mystery and 
majesty of personality. We feel it most 
in the presence of Jesus Christ. We add 
up all the known factors and forces of 
His life: His birth and youth, His training 
and His times. But their sum does not 
give us the measure of the Christ who 
has laid His spell upon the ages. All that 
we can say, finally, is ‘unto us a Son is 
given, unto us a Child is born”, the gift 
ot God’s love. 

Thus, in lesser measure, we feel about 
men of Dr. Weber’s type. They, too, are 
the gift of God’s love, in and through 
whom His Spirit is continuing the re- 
demptive ministry of our Lord. Like Jesus 
Himself they grow in stature and favor 
with man, through home and school, by 
effort and industry. And, like their Mas- 
ter, they grow in favor with God by 
prayer and worship and obedience. Well, 
therefore may we meet and join in ex- 
pressing our deep appreciation of such 
men, and our gratitude to God for endu- 
ing them with His truth and grace. But 
the full measure of their worth escapes 
our analysis. 


My acquaintance with Dr. Weber dates 
from the meeting of the General Synod in 
Baltimore, in 1902. I can recall many 
other oceasions since then that brought 
me into contact with him, directly or in- 
directly. I have heard addresses by him, 
I have read his articles, I have met him in 
the judicatories.and on the Boards of the 
Chureh. Thus there hangs upon the walls 
of my memory the picture of a gifted, 
gracious, generous, soul. If I were looking 
for a suitable superscription for that pic- 
ture of Dr. Weber, I should choose the 
words spoken by the Apostle Paul of 
Tychiceus, “Beloved brother and faithful 
minister in the Lord”. Yea, I should go 
a step further and speak of Dr. Weber as 
an ideal minister of the Lord who was 
faithful to his high ealling in his time 
and generation. That, I think, was the 


way we thought of him in the institutions 
at Lancaster, and in the Church-at-large. 
We know that Dr. Weber was eminently 
fitted and prepared for a distinguished 
academic career. His mental gifts, his 
love of books, and his scholarly habits 
qualified him for a chair in our educa- 
tional institutions. But he chose the bet- 
ter part. He remained in the active min- 
istry. There he found his career, and there 
he earned his crown as a “faithful min- 
ister in the Lord”. 

Let me speak briefly, then, of the Mak- 
ing, the Ministry, and the Measure of Dr. 
Weber. 

When I speak of the making of Dr. 
Weber I do not have in mind the making 
of the youth who in 1880 entered the 
Theological Seminary at Lancaster. I am 
not thinking of his birth into a Christian 
home, nor of his boyhood on the farm, 
and his early training in Church and 
school. We know that in those frugal and 
industrious years the physical and _ spir- 
itual foundation was laid for the man and 
minister that was to be. What I have in 
mind, specifically, is the making of Dr. 
Weber during his three years of study in 
the Theological Seminary at Lancaster. 


Measured by material and financial 
standards that school of the prophets was 
then small and insignificant. It had no 
buildings of its own, and its faculty con- 
sisted of only three men. But these three 
men were Dr. E. V. Gerhart, the theolo- 
gian; Dr. Thomas G. Apple, the historian; 
and Dr. Frederick A. Gast, the biblicist. 
Some of us here present also knew these 
men. We were their students. And we 
know that in 1880 it was a rare good for- 
tune for a student for the Christian min- 
istry to sit at the feet of this trio of 
scholars and teachers. For these men, in 
turn, were the heirs of the Mercersburg 
Theology, so justly famous in the history 
of our Church. It was the rich meat of 
this theology that fed the alert mind and 
heart of Dr. Weber during his years of 
study at Lancaster. Its basic principles 
were then wrought permanently into the 
structure of his thought, and into the 
fabrie of his subsequent life as a min- 
ister of Jesus Christ. 


This is not the time or place to speak 
at length of the Mercersburg Theology. 
But it was the sound and solid teaching of 
these three men that fashioned the spirit 
of Dr. Weber and shaped his life. From 
Dr. Gerhart the young student acquired 
a profound faith in Jesus Christ as the 
central and supreme fact of history, and 
the key to its meaning. Faith in the in- 
carnation of God in Christ was the ear- 
dinal principle of Dr. Weber’s life. Not 
blind acquiescence to ecclesiastical author- 
ity nor intellectual assent to dogma, but 
a personal experience of the spiritual su- 
premacy of the Person of Jesus, in whom 
God dwelt, reconciling the world unto Him- 
self. That faith was the criterion of his 
progressive theological thought, the ground 
of his religious hope, and the dynamic of 
his ecclesiastical life and career. 

Again, it was from Dr. Apple he ac- 
quired an inspiring conception of the pan- 
orama of human history as the gradual 
and progressive realization of the incarna- 
tion of God in the life of the race, which 
culminated in the person of Jesus Christ. 
The Church, accordingly, was not a human 
institution but the very body of Christ, 
the continuation and completion of the 
incarnation of the Spirit of the living 
God in men. Through the preaching of 
the Gospel and the administration of the 
sacraments the Church was destined to 
continue and complete the redemptive 
ministry of its divine Head. 

Finally from Dr. Gast, that Israelite 
without guile, Dr. Weber got his biblic- 
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ism, his faith in the Bible, not as an in- 
errant book, but as the imperishable ree- 
ord of God’s redemptive love. 

This was the spiritual food that went 
into the making of Dr. Weber during 
these years of preparation. It made him 
an ideal minister in an age when science 
sought to dethrone God and when higher 
criticism seemed to destroy the Bible. Our 
brother could face these tempests with 
serenity, fortified in mind and heart by 
his teaching and training in Laneaster. 
He was fimmly anchored in the truth re- 
vealed by Christ, and he was hospitable 
to the new truths taught by the sciences. 

The basic principles that went into the 
making of Dr. Weber are also the key 
to his ministry. In them he found the 
motives and the dynamie of his career as 
a faithful minister of Jesus Christ. When 
I speak of his ministry I do not refer 
merely to his two pastorates, but to his 
wider ministry in and to the Church-at- 
Large through his writings and lectures, 
and by his labors on the Boards of the 
Church and in her ecclesiastical councils. 

Dr. Weber contributed no less than 67 — 
articles to the “Reformed Church Review”. ‘ 
For a number of years every issue of that 
journal contained an article by him on 
“Contemporary Religious and Theological 
Thought in Great Britain and America’. 

I venture to say that few articles of the 
“Review” were more eagerly welcomed vf L 
and more highly valued by its readers, for vis; 
their information and insight, than this - 
wise and comprehensive commentary on 
the trends and tendencies in the theolog- 
ical world of the 19th and early 20th oe ye hae 
turies. re 


% 
Besides these regular contributions, tap “ie 
wrote 18 weighty articles on various theo- 
logical and religious topics. Dr. Weber — 
was also a frequent contributor to the 
“Reformed Church Messenger”, and one 
of the founders and loyal supporters of 
the Spiritual Conference, on whose pro-— te 
grams he appeared many times. ee 
It is impossible to speak in detail of <> eas 
the variety and scope of these many writ- 
ings, of their uncompromising loyalty to i 
the beliefs that matter, and their open- ~ 
minded hospitality to the findings of the Vv 
physical and human sciences. In my hum-— 
ble opinion no minister of his generation 
used his pen more industriously, more in- 
b 


telligently, and more constructively for — 
the cause of Christ than did our brother. ’ 
The effect of this wider ministry of Dr. 
Weber on the mind and heart of the ~ 
Church, its influence in moulding the 
thought of his brethren is truly inealeula-_ _ 
ble. 

If I were to sum up Dr. Weber’s wide 24 
ministry of voice and pen during the long ~ 
years of his devoted life, I should say 
that he was an evangelist, a teacher, a 
a prophet. Thus he set forth the work | 
a Christian minister in an article pub 
ed in the “Reformed Church Revie 


in his own life and labor. 


Dr. Weber was an evangelist, a id 
of the glad tidings of salvation. He ne 
forgot that the Christian religion i 
marily a way of life and not a sys 
doctrines. The main endeavor of 
was to set the feet of men on th 
marked by the love of Christ tha‘ 
to the life abundant and eternal. — 


But the evangelist was also a 
whose great text-book was the Bib 
believed that Christ, the Way, is 
Truth that shall make men fs 
sermons, therefore, were always — 
ical but never evangelistic. T! 
claimed the central truths of 
tian faith, the things that 
They gave meat to 


souls, \ he +". 
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Finally, the teacher was also a prophet. 
In his sermons and writings, besides the 
evangelical and educational notes, one 
finds the prophetic accent. They contain 
the vision of the prophet, and his venture 
for the Kingdom of God. They proclaim 
the Gospel of Christ, not merely as a con- 
solation for the next world, but as the 
power of God to transform this present 
world. 

Thus as an evangelist, teacher, and 
prophet Dr. Weber consecrated his rich 
talents and his long life to the service of 
God and man. What, now, shall be our 
final measure of the man? 

“Now there are diversities of gifts, but 
the same Spirit’’, said Paul. So the Church, 
in treasuring and cherishing the memory 
of her sons and servants will honor each 
according to his kind. This man she will 
eall a theologian, and upon others she will 
bestow the titles of philosopher and his- 
torian, 

But among all these titles of honor and 
affection there is none greater than that 
of, “Faithful minister in the Lord”. He 
must have the wisdom of a philosopher 
and the learning of a theologian, in order 
to be faithful to his high calling. He not 
merely knows the history of past ages, but 
he helps to shape the present history of 
mankind and its future destiny by lead- 
ing men to God. 

That is the measure of Dr. A. S. Weber. 
He was a faithful minister of Jesus Christ. 
As such, he was our beloved brother, 
whose passing leaves this world a little 
emptier, and brings heaven a bit closer. 
He was one of the last living links of 
the present with the past, one of the last 
and best representatives of the Mercers- 
burg Theology, in his life and thought. 

The times have changed since 1880, 
when Dr. Weber started his career in the 
Church. New issues have arisen. New 
problems confront us. But the Christ of 
the olden times is with us still. May the 
memory of Dr. Weber abide among us. 
And may a rich measure of his spirit 
descend upon us, his steadfast faith in a 
sovereign Christ, in the God and Father 
whom He shows unto us, and in the sov- 
ereign gospel He has given us. 

Theological Seminary, 

Lancater, Pa. 


II. By a Colleague, Rev. Dr. Lloyd E. 
, Coblentz 


Dear Christian Friends: 


In this memorial service we are paying 
tribute to a faithful servant of the Lord, 
the Rev. Dr. Adam 8. Weber. He was the 
successful pastor of this congregation for 
35 years. Appropriate reference has been 
made to his pastorate. In his personality 
were wonderfully combined the character- 
istics of the faithful Christian minister, 
the well-read scholar and the thoughtful 
theologian. 

I shall dwell briefly upon his life as a 
Christian minister. As such I shared the 
privilege of being associated with him 
for 42 years. It happened that about 7 
years after he began his work as pastor 
of Faith congregation, St. Paul’s Church, 
in West Baltimore, was seeking a pastor. 
Dr. Weber suggested to the consistory and 
committee of supply that there was a 
Maryland boy, serving as pastor of Trin- 
ity Mission Church, Altoona, Pa., who 
should be at work in Baltimore. This sug- 
gestion resulted in the beginning of my 
pastorate of St. Paul’s Church (English) 
and extending to Nov. 30, 1934. Through 
this period it was remarkable to observe 
Dr. Weber’s success as a pastor and 
preacher. In his visiting he had a system 
which brought him into the homes of his 
Sunday School and Church regularly a 
certain number of times each year. In 
times of illness and death he was prompt 
and attentive in bringing sympathy and 
comfort. As a preacher he combined sim- 
plicity and thoughtfulness in a way which 

always kept his gospel message within 
the range of his congregation’s ability to 


understand. This required skill and mani- 
fested an heartfelt interest in the people 
in the community he served. The people 
there were of an humble type. That type 
to which the statesman Lincoln referred 
when he said, “God created so many of 
them”. They heard their pastor gladly. 
They thought of him as speaking with 
authority as the common people thought 
of Jesus in the days of His earthly min- 
istry. 

During his pastorate the congregation 
grew from 12 to 700 members. All along 
the way the attachment of pastor and 
people grew stronger and stronger. AlI- 
though there were opportunities for him 
to serve other and stronger charges, he 
never saw his way clear to make a change. 
His knowledge of the situation here led 
him to plead successfully the cause of his 
worthy people. Hence his repeated ap- 
peal to Maryland Classis for financial as- 
sistance in the early history of the con- 
gregation as a mission. The Classis was 
liberal in its response for a number of 
years. This enhanced the growth of the 


YOUTH’S PRAYER 


Spirit Eternal, we call upon Thy 
name, 

Scarce knowing Who Thou aart, or 
when and where 


We may trace the passing of Thy feet. 


We come and go, : 
The stars shine on, 

The flowers burst their blooms 
And die— 

And where art Thou? 


The cannon hurls their flaming death, 

And young men sleep who might have 
sung 

Our woes to rest— 

And where art Thou? 


We call upon Thy name scarce know- 
in 

Who Thou art, yet feeling in the 
darkness 

A Hand that reaches, and a Voice that 
whispers: 

“They who seek shall find.” 


—Addison H. Groff. 


Sunday School and congregation until 
their Church was too small. In the mean- 
time other sources of help were at hand. 
Among them was the unusual liberality of 
a friend, who, though not a member of 
Faith Church, erected and presented this 
substantial building, in which we are as- 
sembled, to the congregation. Thus Mr. 
Rufus Woods not only established a fine 
memorial to himself, but also a lasting 
tribute to the faithfulness and success of 
Dr. Weber as a Christian minister. 


While thus interested in the particular 
Church of which he was pastor, Dr. Weber 
always kept himself sufficiently informed 
as to the other Reformed Churches of our 
city, to be ready with sound counsel and 
good advice that would be helpful. His 
ministry covered a period in which the 
population of Baltimore increased rapidly. 
He assisted effectually in extending our 
Church through missionary effort. 

Though his earthly ministry closes as 
he rests, his influence will continue. It 
will ever be felt in your work as a con- 
gregation. The extent of his influence 
will not be limited to this part of our 
city. It will continue to enrich the life 
of Christian people throughout our entire 
city. Let us who continue in the Master’s 
service here be sensitive to his abiding 
influence. And thereby may we grow 
strong in striving to attain to the mark 
of our high calling set in Christ Jesus. 
Such will be a living memorial. Every 
life influenced by this faithful minister 
may share a poet’s thought when he says, 


“Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 

And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sands of time.” 


III. By the Rev. Dr. Kinsolving, Rector 
of Old St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
Baltimore, Md. 


I assure the members of this Church it 


is a privilege to come here this afternoon 
and pay my tribute to one of the truest 
and finest Christian men I have ever 


known. Your very presence speaks of the 
immortality of his work in this commun- 
ity, more durable than the solid stones 
of this edifice which is in a real sense his 
monument. I do not think of him as dead, 
but as living among that great company 
of witnesses to the faith of the Lord 
Jesus who are now ministering within the 
veil, 


“Where loyal hearts and true 
Stand ever in the light, 

All rapture through and through, 
In God’s most holy sight.” 


I think today of Dr. Weber as in char- 
acter there interceding for the flock to 
which he ministered. We know not what 
that world is like, but we do believe that 
one so active, so vital, so full of interest, 
so instinct with the talent of growth, is 
more alive than ever, and more eager in 
his quest for the larger truth. I was his 
fellow-member in the Eclectie Club for 25 
years, and am glad to speak of him more 
particularly in that relation. I greatly en- 
joyed my fellowship with him, and will 
mention a few of the things which im- 
pressed me about him. 


First, there was his thoughtfulness and 
force, his directness and love of truth. 
He was never vague or wordy. He was 
widely read, yet he never lost his way in 
books. He read like.a master, because he 
knew other books on the same subject. 
His criticisms were listened to closely be- 
cause we knew these traits of mind. 


Again, I think with admiration of his 
laconic style, so crisp, exact and clear. 
There was nothing muddy or opaque or 
obscure about the utterances of Dr. Weber. 
With his clear style he got at the meat 
of things. Years ago Daniel Webster, at 
the height of his reputation, made a great 
speech at Charlottesville, Va. Among his 
listeners was an old farmer who, being 
asked afterwards what he thought of the 
speech, said: “I liked it, but Webster is 
not such a great man, for I could under- 
stand every word he said.” 

Again, I think that for intellectual in- 
tegrity Dr. Weber was remarkable. You 
trusted him even when you did not agree 
with him; you always respected his opin- 
ion because his position was so thor- 
oughly thought out. Theology is a large 
subject, and no one mind can ever grasp 
it perfectly, but when you meet a man 
you revere, it is a great comfort. 

Phillips Brooks has a great sermon on 
the text, “The heart of man is the candle 
of the Lord’. Every individual colors 
somewhat the faith that shines through 
him. It is always a joy when you meet a 
spirit that is so sincere and honest as Dr. 
Weber. 

Again, while he had strong convictions, 
he was a man of genuine liberality. Dr. 
William Sparrow, a great mind of the last 
century, used to say to his classes: “Seek 
the truth, come whence it may, cost what 
it will’. Some people fall into the error 
of being willing to know only the truth 
that comes from one direction. It seemed 
to me that Dr. Weber was always growing 
and learning. 


Then our friend was singularly fra- 
ternal. He had the gift of friendship. 
After all, it is the heart that counts most. 
I will always cherish him and his dear 
memory as a friend, one who is both re- 
spected and loved. I thank God for hay- 
ing known Dr. Weber. 
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IV. Prayer by the Rev. Dr. John L. 
Barnhart 


Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, we 
thank Thee that Thou art the same yester- 
day, today and forever, the same un- 
changing God of love, that Thou art our 
dwelling place in all generations, and that 
whatever experiences we may have, un- 
derneath are Thy everlasting arms to sus- 
tain and keep us in Thy gracious care. 
Jnable us to put our trust more and more 
in Thee as our ever-present Father from 
Whose love nothing can separate us and 
Who art ever ready to lead and assist us 
in the way that shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day. 

We praise Thee, O Strong Son of God, 
Immortal Love, that Thou hast been 
triumphant over man’s last enemy, that 
Thou art alive for evermore and hast the 
keys of hades and of death, that Thou 
hast brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel and hast said, Because 
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I live, you shall live also. We rejoice 
that while the world is small and per- 
ishable, life is large and eternal; that 
while on earth are but broken ares, in 
heaven is the perfect round of life. We 
are grateful for the faith of Thy follow- 
ers who ean say: 


“Grow old along with me! 

The best is yet to be, 

Still hoping ever and anon 

To reach one eve the Better Land.” 


We thank Thee, O Lord, for the Christ- 
like life of Dr. Weber and for his min- 
istry of reconciliation in this evil world. 
We are grateful that his life was devoted 
to the nurture and development of souls, 
and to the promotion of the Kingdom of 
God on earth, the Kingdom of righteous- 
ness, of peace and of joy. Thankful are 
we for his long and fruitful pastorate of 
this congregation, and for his wider in- 
fluence for good in our city and in our 
denomination. We praise Thee for the 


An Interesting Fact in the Light 


Since the Union was consummated all 
of us have undoubtedly heard of associa- 
tions and contacts between the two 
branches of the Church long before the 
merger was ever considered. And as we 
learn to know each other better, more 
evidences of co-operation in the past will 
very likely come to light. By accident, it 
came to our attention that a predecessor, 
the Rey. Dr. Jacob Pister, also had an in- 
teresting history in the light of the Union. 

In the History of the Evangelical 
Synod of North America, the name of Dr. 
Jacob Pister looms up mightily. At the 
turn of the last century he was Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Evangelical Synod and during 
the period 1901 until his death in 1914, 
he was President of the Church. It is 
very interesting to note that he too had 
very intimate contacts with the Reformed 
Chureh. In the minutes of the Synod of 
the German Reformed Church held at 
York, Pa., Oct. 25, 1866, on page 30, we 
find this interesting paragraph: “The ap- 
plieant, Jacob Pister, furnished  satis- 
factory testimonials as to his theological 
course in the Universities of Tuebingen 
and Erlangen, and submitted to an ex- 
amination in all the branches taught in 
our Theological Seminary, as well as in 
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the ancient languages. The result was 
satisfactory to the committee, hence they 
recommend that he be licensed and placed 
under the care of the Classis of Mary- 
land.” And again in the minutes of 1867 
the statement can be found that Maryland 
Classis received Licentiate Jacob Pister by 
direction of Synod and ordained him, The 
records further reyeal that he was pastor 
of the Fourth Reformed Church in Balti- 
more, from 1867-1873. Later somehow he 
became affiliated with a Lutheran Synod 
of Maryland. This Synod as a unit applied 
to the Evangelical Synod for admission 
into the Synod, but for some reason such 
admission was not granted, but the Gen- 
eral Synod encouraged the individuals of 
that group to apply as individuals and in- 
dividual congregation to our Eastern Dis- 
tricts for admission. By this method Dr. 
Pister was accepted into the Evangelical 
Synod and the so-called Eighth District 
was organized to help care for these new 
members. When we endeavored to find 
the reason for such application on the part 
of Dr. Pister, the records afford us no 
suggestions, but the sons of Dr. Pister 
tell us the following: He always claimed 
that he had joined the Synod to center 
his ministry and preaching on Christ. In 


MESSENGER 


DECEMBER 5, 1935 


grace and many gifts bestowed on him 
who has gone before us in the way of 
salvation and led others in the way of 
life. Enable us to carry on faithfully the 
work in which he had part, that Thy 
Kingdom may more fully come and we 
finally attain unto everlasting life. 

O Thou of whom the whole family in 
heaven and on earth is named, we rejoice 
that Thy children on earth and those in 
heaven but one communion make; yea, 
that true love can never die, but will find 
its consummation in the world of glory. 
We thank Thee for the beautiful home 
life of our departed loved one, for his de- 
votion as husband and father. And we 
thank Thee for his fatherly interest in 
us all, and for the inspiration of his 
friendship which we shall ever cherish. 
Give us grace, we beseech Thee, so to 
live and labor that finally, with those 
who have gone before, we may enter 
into joy unspeakable and full of glory 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 


of the Union 


those days there was much more to be 
heard about Calvin, Zwingli, Luther and 
even Pauline Theology than today. In 
those days we know they used the term 
“Echt Evangelisch”. Undoubtedly in all 
fairness, sectarianism was much more 
prevalent in the Church of that day than 
one often recognizes. 
seems to have been the reason for Dr. 
Pister having left the Reformed Church to 
go to a Lutheran group and finally join 
the Evangelical Synod and become one 
of its outstanding leaders for a decade 
and a half. 

And so it is interesting to recognize 
that not only was our first Foreign Mis- 
sionary a Reformed minister, and also our 
first President of the Evangelical Synod, 
the Rev. Charles Lewis Daubert, a Re- 
formed minister, but also that one of the 
outstanding personalities in the more re- 
cent past, was formerly a Reformed min- 
ister. 

When two Churches that have inter- 
mingled and worked together so well 
years ago, finally merge into a United 
Church, it should be helpful to all of us 
to recognize that we have completed a 
task that in a sense was begun almost a 
century ago. 

Cincinnati, O. 


“First I Must Serve Love” 


Dr. ALLAN KNIGHT CHALMERS i” 


It is almost unbelievable that Church- 
men should be swayed again so easily hy 
the feelings and use again so uncon- 
sciously the words which justified the 
Christian fighting in the last war. Let 
us not say, “All is well when all is not 
well.” Already, the psychology over the 
Italian-Ethiopian tragedy is such that 
some of our leaders, from what are to 
them the highest motives, are rallying 
again the forces that lead to war. 

I am not saying that war is coming 
for the world. There is good chance that 
it is not yet the time. Forces for peace 
are existent today, articulate and articu- 
lated, which were present only in seed 
form and which bore little fruit in the 
last war. I could write much on that 
score. 

It is not because I feel discouraged 
about peace that I am moved to sorrow 
about the present situation. It is rather 
because so many Christian people have 
learned so little and are being swept so 
easily into the old grooves. Listen for 
them in daily speech and in particular in 
the orator’s stentorian tones. The geogra- 
phy has slipped a little to the south. The 


cast has changed, but it is the same old 
play. The “mad dog” is loose again, but 
he is now a Latin instead of a Teuton, 
Not the Kaiser but Caesar—not Attila 
the Hun but this new Nero of Rome is the 
“beast” of Revolution. Not Belgium, the 
poor innocent victim, but Ethiopia. The 
rape of Ethiopia is on the orator’s lips. 
Once more in the name of justice the 
children of the God of Love, the followers 
of the Prince of Peace, are being mobil- 
ized. Once more the atrocity stories fly. 
In the name of civilization we meet bar- 
barism with barbarism. We do not be- 
lieve our gospel. “In the name of justice,” 
ery the friends of Ethiopia, “we must take 
our stand against Italy.” 

Justice is not the supreme loyalty of 
the Christian. Love comes first. 

And if first, then justice must follow, 
as success must follow. Serving these, right 
though they may be in isolation, we must 
be certain that we are serving love. 

I love justice. Because of my love for 
justice I “swear to my own hurt” in my 
most recent advocacy of the cause of the 
under-dog, the case of Angelo Herndon. 
What “profit” (to use Ecclesiastes word) 


“Broadway Tabneracle Tidings” 


is there in my standing as his friend in 
court? 
philosophy I disagree and to whose social 
strategy I am opposed. His erowd would 
use me; and without compunction would, 
if they gained power, abuse me. I am 
not blind to that fact. The Church I love 
loses support it might gain or retain while 


I and it gain nothing. No cross will be — 


on the lintel posts of this Church, no 
mark on my forehead, that we be spared, 
if the revolution they desire ever started, 
I know that I am being used by them, 
But I am being used for justice, too, and 
for justice I am willing to be used, be- 


cause in serving justice I am also serving 


love. 
It would be possible to argue that my 
attitude in refusing to be one of the 


sponsors of the Friends of Ethiopia move-— 


ment which is concentrating on the ma 
ter of hospitalization aid is inconsiste 


“Do you not admit that Ethiopia is be = 


ing unjustly attacked?” people say to r 
I not only admit it, but I assert it. 
“Ts it not right for the wounded 
have their wounds bound up?” 
Yes, I would not have them sv 


At any rate that 


He is a communist with whose- 


__- 
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I must .admit that it would be more 
convincing as an argument for the cause 
of the Friends of Ethiopia if they were 
equally concerned for the wounds of the 
Italians. 


“Oh, we would help a wounded Italian,” 
they ery—but the name remains the same 
nevertheless, indicative of an attitude un- 
consciously unchristian, 


The difference is a shade of meaning 
but is terribly important to see. When 
the Church—No, let’s put it on the ground 
of individual. When I help Angelo Hern- 
don I risk something for the gospel I pro- 
claim. Life is nowhere near as secure 
for me. I am out in the No Man’s Land 
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of a battle to the death between those 
who have and those who have not, and 
neither crowd likes to have me there. But 
I am serving a love that seeketh not its 
own. 

When, however, I join the healing min- 
istry to the battle-wounded under-dogs of 
Ethiopia, I take no risks. I serve not the 
“awful love” of a God who dares let His 
children go to a far country of pigs and 
husks until they come unto themselves. I 
serve now a gentle, sentimental charity. 
I stand not in the No Man’s Land between 
the hatreds of the world where a man 
risks hurt to his own life. Instead I 
soothe my conscience, in a world again 
on the brink of war, that I am having a 


Christian attitude “and doing Christian 
deeds by side-tracking my concentration 
on the major issue—the fundamental 
separation of the Christian from war. 

Do you think I don’t know that there 
are apparently inconsistencies in the re- 
lationship of this position to the daily 
life we all live? But when life comes 
into its intensities it makes us choose. 

I serve justice when I can. I preserve 
life or relieve human suffering when I 
can. But first I must serve love. 

This is no soft word and its implica- 
tions are not easy to follow. But Chris- 
tian people have some thinking to do 
about it as they face the confusing issues 
of our day. 
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THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 
LANCASTER, PA. 


Annual Home-Coming of the Alumni 


THE SWANDER AND THE McCAULEY 
LECTURES 


January 13-15, 1936 


The Swander Lecturer will be Professor 
Walter M. Horton of the Department of 
Philosophy of Christianity of the Graduate 
School of Theology, Oberlin College. His 
general subject and the titles of the five 
lectures follow: 


Contemporary English Theology 
. Persistent Traditions in English The- 
ology. 
. Pre-War and Post-War Tendencies. 
. Liberalism Today. 
. Catholicism and Protestantism Today. 
.The Central Trend of Contemporary 

English Theology. 

Conclusion: What American Theology 
Can Learn from English Theology. 
The first of these lectures will be on 
Monday evening, January 13, at 8 P. M., 
three on Tuesday, and the last on Wednes- 
day morning. 

The McCauley Lecturer will be the Rev. 
Robert C. Stanger of Bethel Evangelical 
Church, Detroit, Michigan. Mr. Stanger’s 
general subject and the titles of the two 
lectures are: The Timeliness of Preaching. 
1. Preaching in this Present Age. 

2. Preaching in a Day of Social Change. 

Both lectures will be delivered on Tues- 
day. 


He 
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BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


Thanksgiving, Thanks-giving. Giving 
thanks! All of which we do as we make 
record of the thankful giving of our 
friends, who have added $22 to our salary 
fund. Here is the list. Mr. and Mrs. N. 
E. Robb, $10; No. 1 Bible Class Calvary 
S. §., Reading, Pa, per Mrs. Alice 
Hintz, $5; A Mount Pleasant Friend, 
$5; and $2 from Eastern Synod’s W. M. 
S., per Mrs. A. L. Jarrett, Treasurer G. 8. 
W. M.S. Total, $22, with a grand total of 
$225. We are looking for generous giv- 
ing as the season of good-will approaches. 
Please make all checks payable to Dr. 
Paul S. Leinbach, 1505 Race St. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rey. George J. Boettcher, from Dittmer, 
Mo., to 618 E. Main St., Danville, Tl. 

Rev. J. P. Kaiser, from Okeene, Okla., 
to R. R. 3, Odebolt, Towa. 

Rev. Theo. J. Storek, Em., from 818 N. 
10th St., to Burlington Hospital, Burling- 
ton, Iowa. 


“That Book Number was a hummer”’— 
writes an enthusiast in Potomae Synod. 
Thanks! 

The “Messenger” is indebted to the Rev. 
Dr, J. Harvey Mickley for the pieture of 
the Harbaugh Oak which adorns our cover 
page. It is a beautiful tree on a historic 
spot. 

Dr. Ellis 8. Hay, pastor of St. Paul’s 
Church, Roanoke, Va., who had a heart 
attack on Nov. 4, has been removed to his 
home and a protracted rest has been pre- 
scribed by his physician. The consistory 
is carrying forward the program of the 
Church. 

First Church, Canton, O., Dr. R. W. 
Blemker, pastor, will have Dr. A. V. Cas- 
selman, who has just returned from Japan 
and China, as guest speaker Dee. 15, at 
a9 A. M. service. Advent pictures were 
thrown on the sereen at evening service 
Decwels 

Zion’s Church, Bellevue, O., Rev. Bert 
E. Wynn, pastor, joined in union Thanks- 
giving service Nov. 27, at the Evangelical 
Church, Flat Rock. Rev. Mr. Wynn was 
the preacher and Zion’s choir assisted in 
the service. Thank offering amounted to 
$76.72. 

Trinity Church, Canton, O., Dr. H. Nevin 
Kerst, pastor, will observe annual Thank 
Offering service on Dec. 15 at 10 A. M., 
with Dr. A. V. Casselman as guest speaker. 
Young people of Trinity Church will at- 
tend Youth Conference of Hast Ohio Clas- 
sis in First Church, Dec. 8, where Rev. 
Fred D. Wentzel will be principal speaker. 

In Grace Church, Jeannette, Pa., Rev. 
Ralph 8S. Weiler, pastor, Church Paper Day 
was observed Oct. 20. At that time there 
were 29 new subscriptions for the “Messen- 
ger.” Missionary Carl Nugent was guest 
speaker at Thank Offering service, Nov. 
24. Union Thanksgiving service was held 
in Holy Trinity Lutheran Chureh at 9:30 
Thanksgiving morning. 


Chureh Paper Day was observed Sunday 
morning, Dee. 1, in First Chureh, Sunbury, 
Pa., Dr. Chalmers W. Walck, pastor, the 
Editor of the “Messenger” preaching the 
sermon. A fine increase in the number of 
Chureh paper readers is looked for. In the 
evening the pastor gave an inspirational 
address at the Thank offering service of 
the W. M. 8. The Kingdom Roll Call will 
be on Dee. 8. ; 


In St. Peter’s Church, Lancaster, Pa., 
Rey. James E. Wagner, pastor, the last 
of the Tuesday evening series of lectures 
on the Bible was given Dec. 3 by Prof. T. 
F. Herman. The women of the Church will 
spend the day of Dec. 12 sewing at the 
Lancaster General Hospital. A tea will 
be held at the parsonage on Dec. 23 
for the young people home from school for 
Christmas holidays. 


THE REV. WAYNE T. HARNER 


The Rev. Wayne T. Harner, pas- 
tor of Christ Church, Allentown, Pa., 
passed away on Nov. 29 after a long 


illness. Funeral services were con- 
ducted Tuesday afternoon, Dee. 3, 
at 2 P. M. A fuller account of the 
life and service of this dear brother 
will be given later. 


Have you sent in your Almanac and 
Year Book order? It is the indispensable 
book for our Church families. Don’t delay 
your order. 

Man-power in First Church, Laneaster, 
Pa., Dr. W. H. Bollman, pastor, responded 
nobly to a “mens’ night” rally and an in- 
spiring fellowship banquet, Dec. 2; Dr. H. 
N. Bassler, of Harrisburg, delivered the 
address. Annual Thanksgiving union ser- 
vice with St. Paul’s Church was held in 
First Church Noy. 28, when Dr. T. A. Als- 
pach, of St. Paul’s, preached a_ thought 
provoking sermon. 142 women attended a 
most delightful supper of the Guilds this 
fall. Welfare Sunday and Harvest Home 
were observed Noy. 17, with the altar pro- 
fusely laden with God’s bounty. Y. P. So- 
ciety is sponsoring a series of monthly 
Sunday evening lectures on “Religions of 
the World” with Rev. Prof. Chas. D. Spotts 
and Dr. John B. Noss, of Franklin and 
Marshall College, alternating as leaders. 
22 members comprise the newly organized 
catechetical class. 

No one can state definitely how many 
hundreds, or possibly even thousands, of 
the congregations of the Evangelical and 
teformed Church made the Kingdom Roll 
Call on Noy. 24 and how many additional 
ones made it on Dee. 1, but, judging from 
the reports that have reached him and the 
amount of Kingdom Roll Call material re- 
quested, Secretary Lampe believes that 
several hundred thousand of our members 
were challenged and most of those enrolled 
as supporters of the Kingdom work of our 
Church, subscribing amounts to be paid 
weekly during 1936. 

The new stereopticon lecture, “The Evan- 
gelical and Reformed Church,” has been 
warmly received. It has been shown at 
meetings of ‘Classes, consistorial confer- 
ences, and other gatherings of representa- 
tives of numbers of congregations. Three 
sets of the slides are now available for the 
use of congregations, and can be secured 
from Secretary William E. Lampe, 1505 
Race St., Philadelphia. There is a charge 
of one dollar and postage one way when 
the slides are used by a single congrega- 
tion. 

On Dee. 1, at the evening service in our 
Selinsgrove, Pa., Church, of which Rev. 
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Harl G. Kline is the aggressive pastor, the 
sermon was preached by the Kditor of 
the “Messenger.” That afternoon, accom- 
panied by Pastor Kline, it was the Editor’s 
privilege to visit the bedside of his friend, 
Rev. J. F. B. Griesemer, who was the 
former pastor of the Selinsgrove Church, 
and has for years been the victim of arth- 
ritis of the spine. Im spite of his afflic- 
tion, Brother Griesemer remains remark- 
ably cheerful and patient, and spends much 
time in reading good books. 

The oldest physician in the nation and 
the “Messenger’s”’ cherished friend, Dr. 
Wm. M. Guilford, 
birthday anniversary on Noy. 26 at his 
home in Lebanon, Pa. Dr. Guilford, long 
an elder of our St. John’s Church in Leba- 
non, was out to vote at the recent election 
and is expected to address soon the Leba- 
non Co. Medical Society. His keen inter- 
est in all good things continues unabated. 
Moderation and hard work* are recommend- 
ed by him to those who want to live long 
and be happy. Dr. Guilford’s wife died in 
1929, after a happy married life of 73 
years. He resides with his two daughters, 
Miss Adeline Guilford and Mrs. Jno. Hurst. 

The Classical Kingdom Service Commit- 
tees continued their conferences with con- 
sistories and Kingdom Roll Call leaders 
right up until almost the last day of No- 
vember. Members of these committees 
visited individual congregations and help- 
ed them to make thorough preparations 
tor their Kingdom Roll Calls. There seems 
to be real enthusiasm in the work of many 
of the Kingdom Service Committees of the 
Districts and of the Classes. These com- 
mittees of both Groups seem to feel the 
bond of union that was formed at the Con- 
ference that they held together at Pitts- 
burgh last September. This united King- 
dom Service is one of the most beautiful 
features evidencing the fact that we are a 
united Church. 

Zion’s Charge, Blain, Pa., Rev. Frank 
K. Bostian, pastor, has at present 13 fam- 
ilies who are subscribers to the “Messen- 
ger.” Two months ago, there were only 6, 
‘thank Offering services in the charge were 
excellent. At Ickesburg, in spite of incle- 
ment weather, a large audience enjoyed the 
pageant, “The Light”, given by the W. M. 
8. Offering was $15.01, a commendable 
sum in view of the fact that the Society 
was organized recently. Attendance at 
Blain was far above average. Special mu- 
sic and impressive consecration service 
featured the service. Offering was $51.52. 
The women of our Reformed Church do 
not know what it is to fail to meet their 
budget each year; they have developed the 
spirit of gratitude through systematic giv- 
ing. 

Members of Christ Church, Altoona, Pa., 
Rev. Charles D. Rockel, pastor, recently 
heard talks given by Dr. Charles E, Bark- 
er, lecturer-physician, and the Rev. Carl 
W. Nugent, a Christ Church boy, who is 
home on furlough from Japan. Mr. John 
Hammond gave a recital on the recently 
purchased Hammond organ. The Ham- 
mond organ is the first type of pipeless 
organ in the United States. Members of 
the Men’s League entertained men from 
the Mt. Pleasant and Martinsburg Charges 
at their November meeting. Talks were 
given by Revs. George Dillinger, Victor 
Steinberg, C. D. Rockel and Mr. John 
Palm. Kingdom Roll Call is progressing 
under chairmanship of Elder W. R. Paul. 


St. Luke’s Church, Phila. Pa., Rev. L. 
D. Benner, pastor, Home Mission Day and 
Chureh Paper Day were observed Nov. 
10. It proved a happy combination, for 
it worked successfully. After devoting 20 
minutes to Home Missions, the “Messen- 
ger” was brought to the attention of the 
worshippers. The connecting link was: 
“Tt is impessible to tell you much about 
Home Missions in 20 minutes, but if you 
will subscribe and read our ‘Messenger’ 
(holding up a copy), you will from time 
to time find interesting news from our 
mission fields and our Board. What a sys- 


celebrated his 1l03rd _ 
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Six Helpful Christmas Suggestions 


Gift No. 1 
Send the MESSENGER to your 
mother or father as a Christmas gift. 


A gift that will live through the 
year. 
Gift No. 2 


Make your children away from home 
a Christmas gift of the MESSEN- 
GER. Every week,—a message of 
love from home. 


Gift No. 3 

Place a subscription to the MESSEN- 
GER for a friend who would appre- 
ciate it. An expression of friendship 
throughout the year. 


Gift No. 4 

Give your pastor the price of the 
MESSENGER for some shut-in or 
some hard- -pressed family. A_ gift 
that will bring joy to yourself. 


Gift No. 5 


Renew the subscription for some for- 
mer subscriber in your congregation 
who, for financial reasons, has had 
to discontinue the MESSENGER. A 
gift that will bring happiness to re- 
ceiver and giver. 

Gift No. 6 

If you are a subscriber, make the 
MESSENGER the gift of your re- 


newal subscription now. Our fiscal 
year closes December 31. 


Subscription price, $2.00 per year. 


An appropriate Gift Card mailed with each subscription, 


if you so request. 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


1505 Race Street 


tematized variety of articles our ‘Messen- 
ger’ presents weekly!—what food for 
vnought!” Kesults: A number of gifts for 
our missionaries’ back salaries and 20 new 
subscriptions for the ‘‘Messenger”—with 
vue campaign still on. 

One of our Eastern Synodical ministers 
has written this gracious word: “Again 
you have given us a splendidly arranged 
and neatly printed Year Book and Alma- 
nac, and 1 thank you most heartily for its 
helpfulness. One is always amazed at the 
great range of colleges and universities to 
pe found in the accounts of the lives of 
the ministers whose work on earth is now 
done, but this year it seems to be more 
true than usual, What a surprisingly large 
number of seminaries and universities on 
the Continent have contributed to the 
training of our men! The number of men 
who have served in other Churches and in 
a very wide range ot missionary service 
is also noteworthy. The summaries of edu- 
cational, missionary and other institutions 
are most helpful at this exact time. Young 
America, also his parents and friends, 
need to be shown facts about ‘the big- 
gest business in the world’. Cordially 
yours, R.” 


A Social Welfare Institute will be held 
in Pittsburgh, Dec. 6, to which ministers 
and lay members of the Evangelical and 
Reformed Churches are cordially invited. 
The Social Welfare Committee of Pitts- 
burgh Synod was authorized to conduct 
such an institute. The general plan is as 
follows: 9.30 A. M., registration at Alle- 
gheny Branch of Y. M. C. A., North Ave., 
west at Monterey; noon luncheon and 
afternoon session to be held in this build- 
ing; 10 A. M., tour of Kaufman Settle- 
ment OURS with Rev. Herbert B. Hudnut 
in charge; 2 P. M., afternoon session be- 
ginning with address and forum by Rev. 
Edward Bleakney, “The Minister’s Place 
in the Changing Social Scene”. Late in 
the afternoon there will be a tour of the 
New East Liberty Presbyterian Church. 
After the banquet at St. Peter’s Church, 
Collins and Station Sts., evening meeting 
will begin at 7 P. M., with address and 
forum by Prof. Clarence Klein, “The 
Church Faces the Social Issue”. 


The 50th anniversary of the origin of 
St. Andrew’s Church School, Philadelphia, 
Dr. A. G. Peters, pastor, was appropriately 
observed Noy. 17. A historical sketch was 
read by Miss Swea A. Lundberg and the 
address was delivered by Dr. Harry E. 
Paisley, president of the Pennsylvania 
Sunday School Association. The School 
was organized under the name of Bethel 
Reformed Sunday School, at 1516 Wilder 
St., Nov. 29, 1885. Trinity Church of 


Philadelphia made the first donation in the 
form of second hand pews. ‘he following 
served as superintendents: Jacob 8. Sech- 
ler, Rev. Robert Thena, Charles S. Gable, 
Robert Chestnut, H. E. Boysen, Rev. A. P. 
Frantz and Harry J. Engelfried. Mr. 
Sechler is at present superintendent emeri- 
tus and Mr. Engelfried efficiently super- 


intends the 9 departments of the present — 


School. The name was changed to St. 
Andrew’s in 1906; present enrollment is 
294. 


Rey. Perry L. Smith, staff-director of the 
Southwest Harbor-Tremont Larger Parish, 
Southwest Harbor, Me., has been asked to 
speak at the National Conference of the 
Rural Church to be held in Washington, 
D. C., on Jan. 14-17, and sponsored by the 
Home Missions Council. Mr. Smith is to 
speak on “Reaching the People of a Com- 
munity in a Larger Parish.” This Larger 
Parish is now nearly six years old, serves 
seven communities with a constituency of 
1,700 men, women, and children, and is 
carried on co-operatively by Congrega- 
tionalists, Methodists and Baptists. A 
staff of two ministers carry on the work, 
Mr. Smith and Mr. Roy W. Moody. Mr. 
Moody began his work as Director of Reli- 
gious Education and Young People’s Work 
only two months ago as the successor of 
Rev. Stanley B. Hyde, resigned. Mr. Hyde 
had served ably for five years and is now 
pastor of a Federated Church in Ludlow, 
Vermont. Five Vacation Schools were 
held during the summer, 15 delegates were 
sent to Summer Camps for Young People. 
A “team”-calling program was begun by 
the staff near the end of September where- 
by the director accompanies the new staff 
member to every one of the 500 homes of 
the parish to help him to become acquaint- 
ed as soon as possible. It is aimed to fin- 
ish this calling program by Christmas. All 
indications are that the people of the Par- 


ish prefer the Larger Parish program more ~ 


and more to the former denominational | 
programs carried on separately by three 
denominations. 


St. Stephen’s, Pierce E. Swope, pastor, 
Lebanon, Pa., has enthusiastically entered — 
into its fall work. In September the La- — 
dies’ Aid had a lawn festival clearing over 
$200. The Men’s Class served an oyster 


supper in October, donating the proceed 
to the Church. Cash Rally Day was h 
Nov. 10. About $650 was contributed 
organizations and _ individuals. 
November the claims of our Home 
sionaries were presented every § 
The W. M.S. and other missionary o 
izations held their Thank Offering se 


rendered the play, “Tired of 
The Mission Band gave a playl 
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Search for the Book”. Total offerings 
were $90. A Catechetical Class is being 
organized. The Kingdom Roll Call will be 
made, beginning Dec. 8. The chorister, 
Robert Knoll, and the organist, Leroy 
Miller, are arranging for special music for 
the Christmas season. The Sunday School 
will celebrate Christ’s birth on Christmas 
night. Annual congregational meeting 
will be held Jan. 1, 1936. The year has 
been better for our Church than the few 
previous ones. 

Thanksgiving week brought many joys 
to Hope Chureh, Philadelphia. On the Sun- 
day preceding Thanksgiving new members 
were received in the morning, and in the 
evening a fine musical program was pre- 
sented under the direction of the organist, 
Miss Mina Nugent, and Mrs. Mahlon Al- 
corn, who had secured the services of tal- 
ented friends to present a number of solos, 
trios and duets, which were well received 
by the goodly number of members and 
friends present. On Nov. 26, at the so- 
called Donation Day, the members and 
friends and many little children, having 
gathered bags full of pennies, contributed 
the large amount of over $300, sufficient 
to pay the annual interest on $10,000 of 
the $23,000 indebtedness, as arranged by 
the Mortgage Redemption Fund plans of 
the Board of Home Missions. If it were 
not for the Board of Home Missions and 
this particular plan, the interest require- 
ments would have been double that 
amount. This remarkable achievement 
takes a tremendous burden from the heart 
of the officers and proves the fine, sacrifi- 
cial spirit of this devoted and active peo- 
ple, who love their Lord and their Church. 
On Thanksgiving Day a Union Service 
was held, Dr. Henry G. Maeder, pastor 
of Palatinate Church and professor in one 
of our High Schools, delivering a timely 
and stirring sermon. 

Well attended Consistorial Conferences 
were held under the direction of the King- 
dom Service Committee of Wyoming 
Classis on Nov. 6 in Grace Church, West 
Hazleton, and on Nov. 7 in the First 
Church, Bloomsburg. The same program 
was given in both places as follows. In- 
spirational address by Rev. J. G. Rupp, 
D.D., Treasurer of the Board of Foreign 
Missions, and the illustrated lecture on 
the Benevolent Work and Institutions of 
the United Church, by Rev. Walter R. 
Clark, 
Great interest was manifested and a fine 
spirit of fellowship pervaded the meet- 
ings. At the fall meeting of Classis a 
committee of five, with the President of 
Classis as chairman, Rev. G. W. Kohler, 
was appointed to promote a campaign for 
increased membership during the winter 
months. This committee, unlike most com- 
mittees, has taken its commission serious- 
ly and has outlined an aggressive cam- 
paign in this direction. Their first step 
was to arrange for a Spiritual Retreat of 
the ministers and elders of the Classis. 
This Retreat was held in Christ Church, 
Conyngham, on Friday, Nov. 15. From 
1.30 to 5 o’elock a period of prayer and 
meditation was observed under the direc- 
tion of the President of Classis, which 
was most impressive and made the Divine 
Presence a real and a vital experience. 
Conceived and initiated in the spirit of 
prayer, this campaign for souls is bound 
to sueceed. 


AN APPEAL TO THE PRESIDENT 


The presidents of 25 leading Protestant 
communions of America, including Dr. 
George W. Richards, President of the Gen- 
eral Synod of the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church, have united in the follow- 
ing letter to the President of the United 
States: “Dear Mr. President: We, the un- 
dersigned, assure you of our personal sup- 
port of your declared purpose to prevent 

the United States from becoming involved 
in the war in East Africa. It is our firm 
belief that the great majority of the peo- 
ple of our respective Churches are in ac- 
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the chairman of the committee... 


CHURCH 


cord with your efforts to preserve the 
peace of the United States. 

“In expressing this judgment, we do not 
hold that it is enough for the United 
States to keep out of war. It is only 
enough that the United States shall co- 
operate with other nations for the pre- 
vention of war. We do not, for this rea- 
son, regard neutrality as a substitute for 
international co-operation by the United 
States with other nations for the estab- 
lishment and maintenance of world justice 
and peace. We strongly urge such ¢o0- 
operation. 

“With reference to the immediate crisis 
we register our approval of your policy 
of discouraging the export to the belliger- 
ent nations of all those materials which 
would tend to prolong the war. If it is 
impossible under our existing neutrality 
legislation to prohibit the export of such 
materials to the warring nations, we be- 
lieve that American citizens should, in the 
interest of peace and true patriotism, vol- 
untarily relinquish their right to engage 
in such transactions. 

“We hope that, when the present neu- 
trality law expires, legislation will be en- 
acted providing for the placing of an em- 
bargo on munitions of war, loans, credits, 
and basic raw materials, other than food, 
to nations engaging in military conflict.” 


CEDAR CREST COLLEGE 


Rey. Franklin D. Slifer, pastor of Grace 
Church, spoke to the students of Cedar 
Crest the morning of Nov. 25 on what a 
college graduate should attain from her 
education. He was introduced by Harriet 
Kleckner of the College Y. W. C. A. 
Cabinet as her pastor. 

“T am glad to look into the faces of 
the most favored group in the United 
States today,” said Rey. Mr. Slifer, “who 
are the American students. I believe that 
young men and young women are standing 
on the mountain top of life and looking 
down into the valley below, even although 
all is chaos in our business world.” 

Like dawn on the Pyrenees, the future 
of American economic and philosophical 
life appears to be a fire burning the world 
but is really the dawn of a new day. The 
three achievements of a girl or boy who 
has really absorbed a college education in- 
clude: an integrated personality; the ener- 
gizing power of religion, which needs to 
be revived; and the direction or North 
Star toward which we are all aiming.” 

He concluded: 

“Be strong, for there is a work to do, 

There is a world to make new, 

There is a call to a womanhood that is 
brave and true.” 
—John A. Tallmadge, 
Press Representative. 
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Woman’s Missionary 
Society News 
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Miss Rosa E. Ziegler, Editor, 
440 N. 7th St., Lebanon, Pa. 


Is IT WORTHWHILE? 

A Classical President’s attention was 
ealled to the fact’ that there are many 
missionary-minded, real Christian women 
in our Churches whose names are never 
known abroad but who in their quiet way, 
lend their support and interest to all 
Church and missionary enterprises. Often 
these women were inspired by a pastor 
in their youth as one who-recently traced 
her inspiration to a catechetical lecture 
given by Rev. J. E. Hiester back in 1885. 
This particular woman has attended her 
Church faithfully all these years except 
in cases of illness or death in the family. 
This woman attends and enjoys the Clas- 
sical Missionary Institutes but has seldom 
taken an active part. Do we not need 
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PIPE ORGAN FOR SALE. 
Tractor action, 6 stops, single 
manual. A _ splendid instrument 


that should give years of service. 
Sacrificed to move quickly. 


REV. H. A. CRUMIUS 


Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin 


many such women to encourage and sup- 
port our activities? Do they not lend 
stability to the work? We cannot all be 
leaders, and surely every’ leader appreci- 
ates the encouragement, interest and sup- 
port of such women in her group. 


New Piano Teacher in Recital 

Miss Alice Illsley, new piano teacher 
this year in our Miyagi College, Sendai, 
Japan, gave a splendid piano recital Tues- 
day afternoon, Oct. 15, for the students. 
Wednesday evening, Oct. 16, the recital 
was repeated. The College Chapel was 
crowded; people even stood and the audi- 
ence was very enthusiastic and apprecia- 
tive. 


The Fall Institute of the W. M. S. of 
Lancaster Classis was held Tuesday, Nov. 
5, in Christ Church, Elizabethtown. The 
worship service was in charge of Mrs. Wm. 
Jones who led the beautiful service used 
at the Greensburg Triennial Convention, 
“Christ-filled Homes.” The delegates from 
this Classis who attended the convention 
of the W. M. S. G. S. at Greensburg in 
May, Mrs. Adam Hain, Miss Kathryn Bol- 
ton and Mrs. Clarence Kelly, interpreted 
in a fine way the work of this convention. 
Mrs. F. W. Leich, representative of the 
General Synodical Society, also added 
much to the discussion, concerning this 
convention. Departmental conferences 
were held for all departments. A fine ac- 
count was given by Mrs. Matter of St. 
Paul’s Church, Lancaster, telling how their 
Society has undertaken the raising of 
money to send back and support Rev. 
Ward Hartman and his family to China. 
A message concerning the illness of Mother 
Gerhard was read and a beautiful prayer 
was offered in her behalf. “Building a 
Christ-Like World” was very ably dis- 
cussed by Mrs. F. W. Leich, president of 
the W. M. S. G. S., during the afternoon 
session, 


A busy but inspirational day was Satur- 
day, Noy. 9, for the women and girls of 
Lebanon Classis, when they met in their 
Fall Institute at Immanuel Church, Shil- 
lington, Pa. Two beautiful worship ser- 
vices that had been used at the Triennial 
Convention at Greensburg in May were 
interpreted by Mrs. F. E. Bamberger in 
the morning, and by Mrs. H. J. Miller in 
the afternoon, both of these women having 
attended this great convention. This Clas- 
sis was delighted to have as its guest, Mrs. 
F. W. Leich, who in spite of the great sor- 
row that had befallen her during the sum- 
mer, was able and willing to help and 
inspire the Classical women in their work. 
Her afternoon address on “Building a 
Christ-Like World” showed how every mis- 
sionary worker was really helping to build 
a Christ-like World because all the mis- 
sionary activities that are being supported 
by the W. M. S. are helping to build new 
lives, helping to bring Christ to more 
people. The plans and suggestions made 
at the 17th Triennial Convention of the 
W. M. S. G. S. were presented by the 5 
delegates who attended: Mrs. Miller, Mrs. 
Frantz, Mrs. Bamberger, Mrs. Snoke and 
Miss Ziegler, after which Mrs. Leich added 
further information. All the (Classical offi- 
cers and departmental secretaries were 
present and each secretary held an inter- 
esting conference. The value of the sum- 
mer missionary conferences was presented 
to us by the Classical delegates, Miss Dor- 
othy Meily and Miss Rhoda Mohn, and 
the highlights of the Eastern Synodical 
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Convention held in September, in Reading, 
were given py Mrs. Wise and Mrs. Hranvz, 


A 10th Anniversary was celebrated by 
the W. M.S. or St. Paul’s Church, North- 
ampton, Pa., on Wednesday evening, Nov. 
13, in the Church. Guests included the 
G. M. G. of the Church and members of 
many ot the other missionary societies of 
Kast Pennsylvania Classis. Mrs. Roland 
frye, a charter member who has attended 
every meeting during the 10 years, led 
the audience in a beautiful worship ser- 
vice, “World-visioned Churches.”  Greet- 
ings were brought by Mrs. F. A. Churchill, 
vice-president otf the Hastern Synodical 
Society; by Mrs. F. A. Ruch, president of 
East Pennsylvania Classical Society, and 
by the pastor ot the Church. Several beau- 
tiful musical numbers were enjoyed. Mrs. 
Leich inspired and challenged the audi- 
ence with her message as guest speaker. 
Hurlburt’s “Story of the Bible” was pre- 
sented to the president, Mrs. Clarence 
Hawk, in appreciation of the services she 
has rendered during the past decade. A 
social hour followed this service. 


About the Winnebago Indian School 

This year the Indian School, at Neills- 
ville, Wis., is fortunate to have several 
new attractions for the children. The 
teachers have volunteered to give still 
more of their time after school hours to 
the children in the library. The school 
now has library hours daily for the differ- 
ent schoolrooms. 

Also, a thoughtful friend kindly donated 
to the school a radio, which was placed 
in the pleasant library, and already it has 
been found to be both very educational 
for school purposes and entertaining as 
well. 

After years of planning and hoping, 
“Mr. Ben” was finally able to secure a 
second-hand movie projector, so the chil- 
dren are receiving, weekly, films from 
the University of Wisconsin which they 
have thus far highly enjoyed. Naturally, 
pictures in connection with the lessons 
make the subject so much more compre- 
hensible and pleasant. 

A new interest has recently made itself 
manifest in the older girls. Instead of 
merely repeating the work of last year in 
the sewing classes, the teacher thought it 
practical, in addition, to give instructions 
in crocheting and knitting. The girls were 
thrilled, and now may be seen almost any- 
where during their spare time busily click- 
ing their needles as “in ye days of olde.” 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Superintendent 


Rev. David Lockart, Myerstown, : Pa., 
preached an interesting sermon to the 
children on Sunday, Nov. 24. He was ac- 
companied by his three choirs and a dele- 
gation of his members. 

The Astor Theatre, Reading, gave a 
treat in the form of an amateur program 
before our children in Knerr Auditorium 
on Monday, Nov. 25. 

The Bethany family was content and 
happy to enjoy their chicken dinner, as 
usual, which is sent to Bethany each year 
by Salem congregation, Hellers, Pa. 

The Christmas envelopes and Christmas 
appeal letters are being mailed to the 
Churches. We usually send about 120,000 
envelopes. 


SKIPPACK BIBLE CLASS 
(See cover page) 


The membership of the Bible Class of 
our Skippack Church, Rev. Carl G. Petri, 
pastor, consists of women and men. It 
has an enrollment of 60. The class was 
formed through contingencies in the Sun- 
day School. The men occupied a room of 
their own which was larger than they 
needed for their number, while the women 
occupied a space in the main Sunday 
School room, which was crowded. The two 
classes were united into one to remedy 
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this unusual condition. The subsequent 
growth of the united class has amply 
justified the union. The class outgrew the 
classroom and now meets in the Church 
auditorium. 

The credit for the merging of the classes 
is due largely to the zeal of Superintend- 
ent Joseph D. Detwiler, who is indefatiga- 
ble in his efforts to adjust and readjust 
the School in both its physical and spir- 
itual form. He promoted the plan both in 
the interest of a more efficient use of floor 
space and of a better Sunday School. 

The impetus given to the enthusiasm for 
the class caused by its merger was supple- 
mented by its teacher, George H. Eisen- 
hart. He holds the interest of the class 
both by his ability as a teacher and by 
his skill in stimulating discussion by the 
class. The devotion of the class rests 
largely upon his devotion to the elass. 

Honor for the promotion and the main- 
tenance of the organization also belongs 
to its earnest and active officers. They 
are: President, Irvin S. Hallman; vice- 
president, William Schwendt; seceretaary, 
Mrs. Warren A. Reppel; roll secretary, 
Winfield H. Rosenberry; treasurer, Mrs. 
Raymond Detwiler. 

A movement was inaugurated a year 
ago to strengthen the spirit of fellowship 
in the class. The officers proposed and the 
class adopted the group plan of class man- 
agement. This method makes the main- 
tenance of attendance and the visitation 
of sick members the personal concern in 
particular of the members of each group 
for each other. Groups number from 10 
members to a few more, according to cir- 
cumstances, particularly the ability of the 
group to hold its members in the class 
and to win new members for the class. 
The spirit of unity and interest within a 
group is stimulated by a rule that new 
members of the class become members of 
the group which brings them into the 
class and by an understanding that each 
group is expected once a year to entertain 
the rest of the class on a week-day night 
in a meeting for social fellowship. 


REFORMED CHURCH HOME AT 
WYNCOTE 


The Sunday School at the Home for the 
Aged at Wyncote is organized under the 
Home Department of the Sunday Church 
School of Faith Church, with Mrs. Arthur 
Wright as superintendent. For 6 years, 
since its beginning, Miss Clemena Meyers, 
one of the guests of the Home, has been 
leader of this group in spiritual things as 
well as social fellowship. Not only does 
Miss Meyers keep the group together, but 
acts as pianist as well. Besides weekly 
study of the Sunday School lesson, there 
have been many interesting home group 
programs, wherein all had a part in mak- 
ing it a genuine pleasure. Miss Meyers, 
who deserves a great deal of credit for her 
fine Christian spirit of love and persever- 
ance in carrying on the work, says that in 
the loyalty of these women she finds much 
joy and fellowship. 

Offerings from these meetings amounted 
to $8 a year. There has been maintained 
an attendance of from 95 to 100 per cent. 
At the bazaar conducted by the Home 
each summer, there is always a table con- 
taining hand-made articles produced by 
this group, of women. They are doing a 
good work. 


A Letter to the Editor 


ee 


THE COMMITTEE ON LITURGY 
Dear Mr. Editor: 


Upon reading the announcement of the 
personnel of the committee on liturgy in 
the November 14th edition of the “Mes- 
senger,”’ certain thoughts and questions 
occurred to me which I desire to state 
openly. 
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1. There are four clergy on this com- 
mittee who are at present active pastors 
in the “R” group of our Church. At least 
two of these ministers have taken no 
interest whatsoever in liturgiology, and, 
moreover, have not seen fit to use a 
liturgical service in the conduct of their 
parish worship. I would not for a minute 
question their right to use free services 
in their Churches if they feel that a 
liturgy is a hindrance rather than a help 
to devotion. But I do question the useful- 
ness of such men on a committee charged 
with the duty of preparing a liturgy. We 
have ministers in the pastorate who have 
taken a keen interest in liturgies and have 
devoted much time over a period of many 
years to the study of the subject. Why 
were these men passed by and others 
chosen who were known to have no exper- 
ience with liturgical worship and are not 
in sympathy with it? Dr. Lampe says in 
his announcement that “the committees 
are, however, authorized and expected to 
consult with authorities in our Chureh and 
outside it.” But why are they not num- 
bered among the “elect”? It does not 
seem right that these “authorities in our 
Church” were not given berths on the 
committee. ; 


2. Of the men representing the “R” 
group there is only one theological pro- 
fessor. That Dr. Richards is a scholar and 
a gifted teacher of Church history, and 
that he will be a valuable member of the 
committee, is not questioned. But why 
were not more professors named to the 
committee, especially those professors who 
teach liturgics in our seminaries? Per- 
haps there was no room for them. How- 
ever, if there was room for only one pro- 
fessor on the committee is there any spe- 
cial reason why the Church history pro- 
fessor should be taken and the liturgical 
professor left? 


3. We are told that the General Synod 
of the Evangelical and Reformed Church 
at its meeting in June, 1934, voted that 
“the preparation of a new hymnal and book 
of worship be referred to the Executive 
Committee with power’. How are the 
words “with power” to be construed? Do 
they mean that the General Synod gave 
power to the Executive Committee, in the 
event it deemed it wise, to appoint a com- 
mittee for the purpose of preparing a 
liturgy? There can be no doubt about 
that. But not power to select men without 
reference to their fitness for the task! 
Not power to appoint men to provide 
something for the Church which they 
themselves refuse to use! Not power to 
ignore the very ones who should be head- 
ing up the work—our liturgical professors! 
To one who, like myself, looks in upon 


the workings of the Executive Committee 


from the outside, their selection of men 
to constitute the committee on liturgy has 
all the marks of a high-handed procedure. 


4. In stating these criticisms I may be 
doing the Executive Committee a grave 
injustice. There may be good reasons 
which justify all the appointments, but 
because they do not appear upon the sur- 
face, at least not to an outsider who has 
not heard the discussions of the Executive 
Committee, it would be well if they were 
stated on the pages of our Church papers. 
Before closing I want to make an earnest 
request that the policy of undue secrecy 
in handling many of the matters incidental 
to the merger be abandoned at once by 
our Executive Committee. This secrecy, I 


believe, has given rise to most of the — 
oh J 


current rumors that all is not well be- 
Such a state of affairs — 


hind the scenes. 
should not have come to pass in our ec-— 
clesiastical family. We as a Church ow 
something to our leaders; we owe th 
our loyalty and utmost support; and th 
in turn should count the Chureh wort 
to be taken into their confidence. s 


I am sincerely yours, ; 
—Morris D. Slifer 
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Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


THE USE AND ABUSE OF THE BIBLE 


Text, Psalm 119:11, “Thy word have I 
laid up in my heart, that I might not sin 
against Thee.” 


Next Sunday, December 8, will be ob- 
served as “Bible Sunday,” and it is espe- 
cially significant this year because it 
marks the close of the celebration of the 
Four Hundredth Anniversary of the first 
complete Bible printed in the English 
language, known as “the Coverdale 
Bible.” 

The Bible has een both used and 
abused. Its value depends upon the use 
made of it by the individual. In John 
5:38 to 40, Jesus is reported as saying to 
the Jews: “And ye have not his word 
abiding in you: for whom he sent, him ye 
believe not. Ye search the scriptures 
because ye think that in them ye have 
eternal life; and these are they which 
bear witness of me; and ye will not come 
to me that ye may have life.’ And St. 
Paul says, in Romans 15:4, ‘‘For whatso- 
ever things were written aforetime were 
written for our bearing, that through 
patience and through comfort of the 
scriptures we might have hope.” 

No other book or collection of books 
has been more abused than the Bible, and 
it can be said as truthfully that no other 
book or collection of books has been read 
and used as much as the Bible. Recently 
a large department store purchased ten 
thousand copies of the Bible and placed 
an order for a hundred thousand addi- 
tional copies. The manager said that 
there was no other book published of 
which a hundred thousand copies would 
be purchased at one time, except the 
Bible. The Bible is still the best seller 
among books. 

We want to look first on the negative 
side and see how the Bible is abused. 
There are a number of ways in which the 
Bible may be and has been abused. We 
shall divide them into three classes. The 
first class of abuses are those which arise 
from neglect of the Bible, from thinking 
too lightly of it and underestimating its 
worth. 

There are persons who neglect the Bible 
entirely, not reading and studying it at 
all. I have visited homes where they had 
no Bible at all, but these are rare cases 
in our day, because even those who do 
not read the Bible believe that it is a 
good thing to have one about the house. 
Others have trouble to find the Bible 
when you have occasion to ask for it. 

When I was a boy there was scarcely 
a family in our community in which you 
could not find one of those large family 
Bibles in which the family records were 
kept. This Bible was usually found on a 
stand or table in the parlor, with a chan- 
delier hanging above it. But if the Bible 
is not read or used it is of as little value 
as is the chandelier in a dark room if it 
is not lit. It is only when it is read and 
studied that the Bible can become a lamp 
unto the feet and a light on the pathway. 

Such large Bibles are usually expensive 
and they are too unwieldly and heavy to 
be used with convenience and satisfac- 
tion. Far better is it to use the money 
and buy Bibles for every member of the 
family of such a size that they may be 
easily carried and handled, and can be 
conveniently used in family worship. 

Through neglect of the book of the law 


it was lost by the Jews, as we read in the 
second book of the Kings. For the same 
reason the Bible is often lost and for- 
gotten in our day through neglect. As 
there was great rejoicing afterward, when 
the book was found again and read, so 
now joy will come to those who will use 
their Bibles after neglecting them for a 
long time. The only way in which to 
recover the lost Bible is by beginning to 
read it regularly and to profit by its 
teaching. 

A second way in which-the Bible may 
be abused is by making too much of it, 
by making it an object of worship, an 
idol, which is called bibliolatry. The Jews 
had a high regard for the Old Testament 
law and searched the scriptures diligent- 
ly, but rejected Christ, of whom they tes- 
tified. They regarded the law for its own 
sake and not like St. Paul, who made it a 
schoolmaster to lead men to Christ. 

There are persons in our day who have 
a superstitious regard for the letter of the 
law, but who fail to catch its spirit. They 
exalt the Bible to the place rightfully 
occupied by Christ alone and to whom it 
bears witness. 

A third abuse of the Bible is to per- 
vert it from the way in which God wants 
us to use it. There are persons who use 
the Bible to support their own opinions. 
Every form of evil has been defended by 
quotations from scripture. Even the devil 
quoted scripture to suit his purpose. To 
interpret the Bible in such a way as to 
make it say whatever the interpreter de- 
sires is to obscure the real meaning of the 
sacred writings. 

Now to turn to the positive side, the 
important thing for us to know is how to 
use the Bible aright, so that it will bring 
to us the blessings which God intends it 
to bring. In Joshua 1:8 we find an ex- 
cellent direction as to the proper use of 
the Bible: ‘‘This book of the law shall not 
depart out of thy mouth, but thou shalt 
meditate thereon day and night, that thou 
mayest observe to do according to all that 
is written therein: for then thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success.” 

The Bible should be used devotionally. 
You should set apart a certain period 
every day to read the Bible and to pray. 
The best time is in the morning, so that 
you may begin the day with God and have 
the benefit of the teaching and guidance 
of the Bible throughout the day. Even 
if you read only a few verses or a chap- 
ter at a time, it will help to brighten the 
day. The Psalmist said, “Thy word have 
I laid up in my heart that I might not 
sin agajnst thee.” Of the righteous man 
he says in the first Psalm: “His delight 
is in the law of the Lord; and in his law 
doth he meditate day and night.” 

The Bible should also be used educa- 
tionally. Jesus was familiar with the 
seriptures. He had a remarkable knowl- 
edge at the age of twelve, because the 
doctors in the temple were amazed at 
His understanding and His answers. 
Timothy also was well versed in the 
seriptures, for St. Paul writes to him: 
“But abide thou in the things which thou 
hast learned and hast been assured of, 
knowing of whom thou hast learned 
them; and that from a babe thou hast 
known the sacred writings which are able 
to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 

Timothy was fortunate in having a 
godly mother and grandmother who 
taught him in the sacred writing. There 
ought to be more studying and teaching 
of the Bible in the home. We all know 
that the public schools do not pretend to 
do any teaching along these lines. Our 


Sunday School teachers have too little 
time to do much teaching in the brief 
period allotted to them once a week. A 
great deal of knowledge of the Bible and 
its meaning may be gained from the ser- 
mons which the minister preaches in the 
Church services. Those who attend these 
services faithfully and listen attentively 
to the preaching of the Word of God are 
able to acquire a great deal of helpful 
Bible knowledge. 

The Bible should be used as the book 
of life for the creation of a noble char- 
acter. The supreme purpose of the Bible 
is to reveal spiritual truth. It is not 
intended to be a text-book of science, his- 
tory, or philosophy, though it contains all 
of these. It is the only book that can 
make us wise unto salvation. If we 
observe to do all that is written therein 
it will satisfy every need and longing of 
the soul. 

Many Christians have borne testimony 
to the help they have derived from the 
Bible by using it aright, by believing and 
trusting in its promises, by making it 
their guide to lead them to the Father’s 
house. It has led many a soul through 
the storms of life without shipwreck, and 
brought them safely into the haven of 
rest. 

Make it your practice to use the scrip- 
tures in your childhood, as Timothy did. 
Read some portion of the Bible regularly 
every day, and it will soon become a habit 
and you will not want to miss it. Lay 
it up in your heart and mind; learn it 
by heart; commit it to memory; and you 
will have treasures of comfort in years 
to come that will richly repay you for 
your effort. 

Some one said about the Bible: “‘I want 
it in my hands as I face hot temptations; 
I want it in my heart as I face life’s 
awful sorrows; I want it in my life as I 
gird my loins for strenuous responsibili- 
ties; I want it under my pillow when my 
breath comes in gasps, and the death- 
dew is damp on my forehead; and I want 
you to put it in my coffin and read it 
over my grave and write on my tomb its 
promise of life.” 


“Did the doctor remove your appendix?” 
“Feels to me like he removed my whole 
table of contents.”—Exchange. 


ASK ME ANOTHER 


’ The schoolmistress was giving her class 
of young pupils a test on a recent natural 
history lesson. 

“Now, Dicky Jones,” she said, 
where the elephant is found.” 

The boy hesitated for a moment; then 
his face lit up. 

“The elephant, teacher,” he said, “is 
such a large animal it is scarcely ever 
lost.”—Montreal Star. 


“tell me 


HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE 
FOLLOWING COVERDALE IN METHOD 


By President Wilbert White, the Biblical 
Seminary in New York 


(Written to be read and heeded on or 
before Bible Sunday, Dee. 8) 


What about one article exclusively on 
How to Study the Bible in this 400th year 
of the Coverdale Version of the English 
Bible? 

In order to make this venture arresting 
—Dr. James Denny says it is the preach- 
er’s business to make the obvious arresting 
—TI propose to associate the familiar 13th 
chapter of 1st Corinthians with a word 
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which “Unele Donald” has made classie 
by use over the radio. (Or, am I mistaken 


about this?) The word is Goop. The dic- 


tionary refers me from Goup to Gaukus 
(prov. English) and thence to Gawk 
(Scot. and N. English). The reference in 


the word is to awkward, stupid, unbecom- 
ing, foolish behavior. 


What in the world in the realm of ideas 
connects the 13th chapter of I Corinthians 
with Goop? J’ll tell you, and you will 


agree with me. 

But first let us have Miles Coverdale’s 
advice about how to read and study the 
Bible. It is found in the preface to his 
famous translation of 1535, and is as fol- 
lows: 

“Tt shall greatly help thee to understand 
Seripture if thou wilt mark not only what 
is spoken or written, but of whom and 
unto whom, with what words, at what 
time, where, to what intent, with what 
circumstances, considering what goeth be- 
fore and what followeth after.” 

Now for application, particularly of the 
following part of the advice: 

“Tt will greatly help thee if thou wilt 
mark not only what is ... written, but 

. what goeth before and what follow- 
eth after.” 

Simple enough, isn’t it? Why don’t we 
do it? 

Here goes! Paul says: “When I was a 
child, I thought as a child, I spake as a 
child, I understood as a child. But when 
I became a man, I put away childish 
things.” 

Why does Paul say that? In short he 
says it because he is writing to a Church 
which is full of Goops. Goup conduct is 
characteristic of children. It isn’t discard- 
ed always when children become adults. 
A good many grown-ups act the baby. 

First. Note “what goeth before” in the 
chapter itself. The other evening in the 
Carnegie Hall celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of the birth of Andrew Car- 
negie, Walter Damrosch said: “Youth is 
wilful and wayward.” Is that one of those 
generalizations which are false? Words- 
worth in “The Butterfly” says: 


“Oh, pleasant, pleasant were the days, 
The time, when, in our childish plays, 
My sister Emmeline and I 
Together chased the butterfly! 

A very hunter did I rush 

Upon the prey:—with leaps and springs 

I followed on from brake to bush,— 

But she, God love her! feared to brush 

The dust from off its wings.” 

What about the following opposites of 
love which are characteristic of childhood: 


1. Love suffereth long—impatience. 

2. Love is kind—Cruelty. 

3. Love envieth not—envy. 

4, Love vaunteth not itself—bragga- 
docio. 


5. Love is not puffed up—vanity. 

6. Love doth not behave itself unseem- 
ly—indecorousness, unrefinement. 

7. Love seeketh not its own—selfishness. 

8. Love is not provoked—irritableness. 

9. Love taketh no account of evil—re- 
vengefulness. 

And so on. 

Secondly, note “what goeth before” in 

chapters 1-12. 

1. See the Gang spirit in chapter 1. 

2. See “fullgrown” (2:6) and compare 
the babyhood described in 3:1-4. 

3. See “puffed up’ in contexts in 4:6, 


14-20; 8:1. 
4. See bad table manners in 11:17-34. 
Thirdly, note “what cometh after” in 


chapter 14. 

1. Read first of all the last verse (v.40) 
about disorderliness in meetings. 

2. Now read the chapter for evidence of 
childish ways in meeting. Children 
use their mouths to excess. So did these 
Corinthians, especially in religious 
meetings. 

Need I proceed further? Does not the 
illustration illustrate? What about our 
adult Church membership today? Is not a 
large proportion of it in the childhood 


FOOD FACTS 


Did You Know That: 


——tThe fat globules of milk are in 
the form of an emulsion. 
Avocadoes, or alligator pears, 
are rich in iron and copper. 
——The increase in spice and condi- 
ment consumption in the United 
States is attributed to a desire 
for better food seasoning plus 
the need to impress taste glands 
dulled by increased smoking. 
Pitted red cherries or red cher- 
ries are the new terms adopted 
by canners for sour cherries 
used for pies. 

These “food facts” are compiled by 
the Division of Consumer Informa- 
tion, New Jersey State Department 
of Agriculture. 


stage? What are we going to do about it? 
Suppose we begin to put away childish 
things. Dll give you some more samples 
of how to apply Coverdale’s advice if you 
like. 


“T come from a great copper country.” 
“Montana?” 
“No, Ireland.” 


Teacher: “Robert, if you are always very 
kind and polite to all your playmates, what 
will they think of you?” 

“Robert: 
could lick me!” 


“My wife had a dream last night and 
thought she was married to a millionaire.” 

“Youre lucky! My wife thinks that 
in the daytime.” 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
Froebel 


HAVE YOU THESE NUMBER HELPS? 
Viola E. Holley 


Little Tommy, the youngest of the 
family, had become interested in num- 
bers. He liked to count the oranges 
that he brought to his mother when she 
was preparing breakfast. He counted the 
glasses of water on the table. He found 
things among his toys, too, that he could 
count or carry to someone with the ques- 
tion, “How many are there here?’ 

It happened that about this time his 
mother took him and his older brothers 
for a long visit with their grandparents. 
There they found an environment espec- 
ially rich in material that urged*Tommy 
on in his new interest. The things they 
discovered were not unusual, to be sure. 
They might be found in almost any 
home, but they are not always thought 
of as holding so many possibilities for 
learning as Tommy found in them at 
just this time when he felt such an eager 
interest in numbers. 

In the first place there was a clock 
that struck the hour and the half hour. 
This was something new to the child 
and he liked to count the strokes. He 
began asking questions about the time. 
Grandpa would take out his watch on 
such occasions and explain to him the 


THE PASTOR THINKS 


That apart from God the life of 
man is meaningless. 
—Now and Then. 


MESSENGER 


“Some of ’em would think they 
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figures on the dial and how to tell time. 
Soon Tommy could tell the hour, then 
the half hour, and gradually learned the 
shorter intervals. 

There were interesting things hung up 
on the walls in this home, too. One was 
a calendar with unusually large figures. 
Tommy often climbed on a chair that 
stood beneath it and counted off the days, 
pointing to each number as he said it. 
In this way he learned to count farther 
than he had before and he came to asso- 
ciate the numbers he had been learning 
with the symbols representing them. 

Then there was a thermometer, one 
of the kind with a big round face like a 
clock and a needle pointing to the figures 
on the dial. The numbers were written 
in by tens. Tommy became much inter- 
ested in this and soon learned to tell the 
temperature of the room. It generally 
registered between 70 and 85 degrees 
though, on a hot day, it sometimes climb- 
ed to 90 or 95 degrees. 

Grandpa had time to play games with 
the boys, and one of their favorite games 
was dominoes. At first Tommy only 
looked on. Gradually it all became some- 
what intelligible to him. He would move 
his finger from one white spot to another 
on the dominoes as he counted. Then 
he learned to match those that were alike. 
Occasionally one of his older brothers 
would delight him by playing a game with 
him. It was not long before, with a little 
help, he could take his place in the larger 
group. How his eyes would shine when 
they said he might play, too! 

The grandparents lived in a small town 
and they found it convenient, at times, to 
send to mail order houses for goods. They 
always kept catalogs on hand for this 
purpose. The boys discovered these and 
spent hours poring over the pages pic- 
turing and describing toys. Tommy had 
progressed far enough by this time so 
that with a little help he learned to read 
the prices. This was very interesting to 
him. 

One day Grandpa brought out a yard- 
stick and measured the boys. What child 
does not delight in such a procedure! 
The children were allowed to measure 
things around the house. Grandpa let 
them weigh vegetables, too, that he was 
preparing to sell. 

All of these simple things helped Tom- 
my to make rapid progress in learning 
about numbers and their meaning. 


“No sound thinker in education will 
hesitate to commend the program which 
the modern kindergarten proposes.’’— 
Raymond A. Schwegler, Dean, School of 
Education, University of Kansas. 

Have the children in your neighborhood 
a. kindergarten to which to go? If not, 
a letter to the National Kindergarten 
Association, 8 West Fortieth Street, New 
York, will- bring you information advis- 
ing you how to proceed in order to secure 
one in your public school. 


Two film magnates were talking. - 
“How'd the new picture turn out, 
Julins?” asked the first. 


“Not so good,” replied his companion. & 


“Tm afraid it’s only colossal.” 


“He’s not as big a fool as he bi 
be. ” 

“Is he getting wiser?” 

“No—thinner.” 
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THE RELIGIOUS LIFE OF ENGLAND, 
1935 


By William C. Allen 


In England it is generally acknowl- 
edged that religion has declined in power 
and activity within the past 20 years. 
Speaking from personal observation, I 
may say that up to the period of the 
Great War, I used to see many men and 
women with Bibles under their arms hur- 
rying to Sunday School or worship. Hik- 
ing is preferred to Church-going. The 
resorts in summer during Church ser- 
vice hours are thronged with pleasure 
seekers. Cheap motor cars, according to 
the President of the Congregational 
Churches of England, are competing with 
Church attendance. The working classes 
—so on good authority we are told—and 
an increasing number of schools, are in 
many instances being taught what is 
termed a sort of “paganism”. The fear of 
God—the mighty faith that has made 
Great Britain so stalwart in the past— 
has been melting. National decay will 
be the certain effect, so England’s great 
preachers and statesmen warn. She is 
following America. What can be done? 
How shall this challenge of “paganism” 
be met? 

Visitors to private homes in England 
during the past generation may easily 
detect a decline in religious interest, even 
including family worship, since the close 
of the Great War. The Anglican Bishop 
of Chelmsford has said: “It is a plain 
fact that a very large proportion of the 
population are estranged from organized 
religion of all kinds.” “The only 
way to recapture these people is to go 
to their homes.” 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, at a 
dinner of Bishops this summer, spoke 
of the “mutifarious energy” of the pres- 
ent era. But he added: “That pace is 
killing much that is best and deepest in 
our national life, and I think it threatens 
to kill what ought to be best and deep- 
est in our Bishops.” He warned the 
clergy: “First to be still, then you will 
be strong.” 


Evidence of a continuance of devout 
feeling in many circles is found in the 
radio Church services, broadcasted from 
London over Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, at 10.15 A. M. every week-day. 
This year, the first time I listened in, 
the opening hymn was, 


‘Dear Lord and Father of Mankind, 
Forgive our foolish ways”. 


How American that sounded! I have 
been told that the hymns of the Ameri- 
can Quaker poet—who probably never 
sang in his life—are, because of their 
profound spiritual nature, more used in 
the Anglican and Nonconformist 
Churches than those of any other writer. 
Is this correct? After all, is not the 
great family of God’s children every- 
where more firmly bound together by the 
sacred Voice of Love than they them- 
selves understand or speak? 


The Christian Endeavor Union is an 
index of the spiritual energy among the 
young. There were about one thousand 
delegates and visitors to the 43rd Con- 
vention of the Christian Endeavor Union 
of Great Britain and Ireland this year. 
E. G. Rudman, an ardent worker, empha- 
sized the need that the Society keep its 
distinct spiritual nature. Mrs. Clifford 
stressed the importance of studying the 
Bible and Christian literature. The high 
tide of enthusiasm among these young 
people was reached when Dr. Berry de- 
clared that: “Christianity is an advent- 
ure, and nothing but an adventure.” “As 
we look back and wonder how past ages 
tolerated slavery, so future ages will look 
back and wonder how we could tolerate 
war!” The leader of this year’s Conven- 
tion said to me: “The Christian En- 
deavor Society has been slowly declining, 
but now is developing favorably. It is 
noteworthy that the tendency towards 


more spiritual emphasis seems to be re- 
viving.” 

Two of the most effective English 
preachers today are London women. The 
wife of Rowntree Clifford, ex-president 
of the Baptist Union of Great Britain 
and Ireland, has built up a great congre- 
gation of women, and 2,000 listen to her 
every week. She is stated to be a preach- 
er of great power, definitely evangelistic 
and social in her ministry. 

Dr. Maude Royden, a member of the 
Established Church, holds her crowded 
service in Guild House. She is not or- 
dained, but is highly respected by all. 
Her ministry, while giving evidence of 
her divine consecration, represents the 
more challenging appeal. She is a pioneer 
among women, and a fearless exponent of 
the cause of peace. 

I was in Oxford when large “House 
Parties” of the Oxford Group Movement 
assembled. One lovely Sabbath evening 
such a gathering was held in the ven- 
erable and beautiful St. Mary the Virgin 
Church, which is not a chapel of one of 
the colleges, but the Church of the Uni- 
versity of Oxford. The large congrega- 
tion was profoundly reverent, especially 
in the periods of silent prayer. During 
the simple service Bishop Root, of Han- 
kow, China, delivered a stirring appeal 
for absolute surrender of all we possess. 
One after another men and women—par- 
ticularly young people—quietly testified 
to the marvelous transformation that had 
been wrought in their own lives, and 
those of their families. A young Angli- 
can minister declared there were 20 par- 
ishes near the Oxford area alone, where 
the family lives of the congregations had 
been changed into lives of love and hap- 
piness. “The price,” said one speaker, 
“is a crucifixion of self.’’ Despite crit- 
icism from exceedingly conservative 
quarters, many Church leaders now ex- 
press their sympathy with a purely inter- 
denominational movement that demands 
the surrender of everything in connec- 
tion with combating all forms of evil. 
All is to be brought to the feet of Christ. 

This year I have observed a rapidly 
developing feeling in the Churches that 
war and armaments are foes of the spir- 
itual conception of religion which for 
centuries has been a mainstay of Brit- 
ish character. It is admitted that two 
facts face English Church life: 

(1) The Church must openly acknowl- 
edge that war is sin, and must bring an 
inevitable retribution. 

(2) The hopelessness of appealing to 
statesmen must be realized; appeal di- 
rectly to the people must be made. 


Only by accepting these two cardinal 
facts can English prestige and liberty 
be preserved. The Church of England is 
acquiring the habit of denouncing a pol- 
icy of arms, despite its affiliation with 
Government. This summer 83 membery’ 
of the clergy of the Diocese of Manches- 
ter stated: “For the Government to pur- 
sue a policy of re-armament in response 
to a similar policy of other countries, is 
un-Christian and will not in the long run 
increase national security.” 


The impression that a change is in evi- 
dence exists in some quarters. Thus, a 
friend of mine, a devout and gifted Non- 
conformist Doctor of Oxford University, 
recently said to me: “There is a dis- 
tinct rejuvenation of religious life in 
England.” The feeling among live 
Church leaders is that dilatoriness in re- 
ligion must cease. Futile attacks on 
brother Christians must stop. As assaults 
on organized religion have come out into 
the open, so must a militant Christianity 
come out into the open and uncompro- 
misingly proclaim the Gospel of Christ. 
The foolishness of ignorant unbelief must 
be squarely met and fought to a finish. 


Hugh Redwood, in the “London News 
Chronicle’, has expressed the opinion of 
many when he has written. “The future 
of religion lies largely in the open air.” 
With the followers of Jesus living accord- 


ing to His teachings and His Spirit, tell- 
ing the grand old story in the fields, by 
the seaside, or in all kinds of places, His 
enemies shall be defeated and His in- 
comparable victories renewed. 


England, 1935 
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ANSWERS TO—CURTAIL THESE 
WORDS. No. 56 


Spanked—span—Spa 
Seated—seat—sea 
Forest—fore—for 
Forth—fort—for 
Pacer—pace—Pa. 
Mender—mend—men—me 
Welled—well—we 


Puzzle 


“IS OUR Go to 


DOUBLE-TIED WORD CUBE. No. 64 


* * * * * 
* * * * * 
* * * * * 
* * * * * 


Across— 


1. A river embankment. 

2. Makes level or smooth. 

. A important planet. 

- To accustom or harden. 
5. A city in Germany. 


He Go 


Down— 


Same as across. —A. M. S. 


The milk wagon collided with an auto 
and many bottles of milk were broken. 

A crowd gathered. 

“Poor fellow,” said a benevolent looking 
man, “you will have to pay for this acci- 
dent, won’t you?” 

“Yes sir,” said the driver. 

“That’s too bad, here is a quarter to- 
wards it and J’ll pass the hat for you.” 

After the crowd had contributed and 
dispersed the driver said to a bystander: 

“Ain’t he the wise guy? That’s the 
boss.” 


Professor: “What is an oyster?” 
Student: “An oyster is a fish built like 
a nut,” 


The Family Altar 


Rev. Alfred Grether, Defiance, Ohio 


HELP FOR WEEK OF DECEMBER 9-15 


Memory Verse: “Thy word have I laid 
up in my heart, that I might not sin 
against Thee.” Psalm 119:11. 

Memory Hymn: “O Little 
Bethlehem.” 


Theme: Ezra Teaching the Law of God. 


Town of 


Monday: A Resolute Teacher of the Law 
Ezra 7:6-10 

The men who are most successful as 
reformers or religious teachers are person- 
ally heart and soul in accord with the doe- 
trines which they preach. It is because 
they themselves believe and strictly fol- 
low their own teachings, and by such 
means rise to higher ground, that they can 
prevail with others to forsake the lower 
levels of sin and unbelief and rise God- 
ward and heavenward. That this was true 
of Ezra is clearly revealed in the accounts 
that are given of him and his work. Be- 
for he undertook to win his people for 
allegiance to God and the law he “pre- 
pared his own heart to seek the law of the 
Lord” (v. 10). This being the case we do 
not wonder that he prevailed with them 
to turn from their sinful ways to fear and 
serve God. 
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Prayer: Lord grant that our religious sternation; and well it might, for his peo- 
teachers and leaders may be consecrated, ple had not lived up to what Jehovah re- 
Spirit-filed men, Give them good success quired of them. The nation had trans- 
in seeking to turn the hearts of the people — gressed even to the extent of burning in- 
to Thee. Pour out Thy blessings on the  cense to other gods. It speaks well for 
Church and cause the nations to gird them- Josiah that he heartily repented and caus- 
selves with truth and righteousness, Amen. ed the people to join him in humbling 


Tuesday: A Praying Teacher of the Law 


Ezra 8:21-23 


The passage reveals HEzra’s_ sensitive 
shrinking from everything like inconsist- 
ency between his creed and his practice. 
He had boldly asserted in the King’s 
presence that God blesses and helps all 


those who trust in Him; now that he was 
seeking a safe way for his own people, 
their little ones and their substance, he 
shrank from appealing to the king for 
aid, though it would not have been wrong 
to do so. He resorted in prayer to God, 
who granted his petitions and gave him 
the desired assistance. God always honors 
those who honor Him and put their trust 
in Him. “Take it to the Lord in prayer.” 
Prayer: 

“Q may that grace be ours, 

In Thee alone to live, 

And drink of those refreshing streams, 

Which Thou alone canst give.” Amen. 


Wednesday: Ezra Reads the Law to the 
People. Nehemiah 8:1-12 

This account furnishes us with the 
earliest record of a pulpit. We are much 
impressed with what is said of the sacred 
use that was made of it, the manner in 
which Ezra read and expounded the law 
to the people, and the impressions that 
were made. They understood the law and 
wept, no doubt because it, in the language 
of our catechism, caused them to “know 
their sins and misery.” Yet soon their 
sorrow was turned into joy, “for the joy 
of the Lord is your strength.” The great- 
est joy that any one can experience is that 
which flows into his heart when it by 
true repentance has been emptied of all 
sinful desire and has become fixed on and 
filled with God. As long as our pulpits 
serve the purpose of calling sinners to re- 
pentance and pointing them to Christ the 
all powerful Savior and Healer, people will 
be attracted. Sin-ridden hearts and con- 
sciences have little relish for the husks 
that some pulpiteers hand out. 


Prayer: Dear Father, let Thy precious 
Word so penetrate and quicken our hearts 
and minds that it may each day anew 
cause us to hate and turn from sin and 
find our greatest delight in living accord- 
ing to Thy will in all things. Amen. 


Thursday: Observing the Words of the Law 
Nehemiah 8:13-18 


Some persons are good intellectual ob- 
servers of the Word of God. They take 
pains to acquaint themselves with large 
portions of the Bible and to weigh and 
sift the statements of religious teachers. 
Accuracy is their hobby. Yet they, in 
some instances, are sadly wanting in the 
things that God requires in the way of 
compliance with His revealed will,—like 
the Jew, who boasted that he, with all 
his ancestors, kept all the law of God and 
in the next moment related how cunningly 
he had deceived a certain railroad com- 
pany. Concerning those to whom our sub- 
ject directs attention we note that they, 
at least for the time, both eagerly heard 
and cheerfully obeyed the preaching of 
the Word. Thus it should ever be—“Doers 
of the Word and not hearers only.” 
Prayer: 

“Let not Thy Word, so kindly sent 

To raise us to Thy throne 

Go back to Thee and sadly tell 

That we reject Thy Son.” Amen, 


Friday: Finding the Book of the Law 
II Chronicles 34:14-19 
The “Book” may have been the Penta- 
teuch, or Deuteronomy, which is a sum- 
ming up of the teachings of Moses. The 
finding of it caused the king great con- 


themselves 
their sins. 
Lord to 


before God and _ confessing 
He made a covenant with the 
keep His commandments and 


TABBY AND ZIPPER 


Our Tabby and Zipper were friends 
tried and true, 
‘they never once quarreled as cats 
and dogs do; 
They slept on one rug, and they played 
on the green, 
And where you saw Tabby, there 
Zipper was seen. 


From early in morning to close of the 
day, 
They wrestled and tumbled and 
sported at play. 
When Zipper grew rude and his love- 
taps were rough, 
Our ‘tabby stood “bow-backed”, 
which meant, ““That’s enough!” 


A brave looking Bull-dog lived over 
the way, 
Who chased little Zipper almost 
every day. 
Said Tabby to Zipper, “Next time do 
not run, 
I'll stay right beside you, and we'll 
have some fun.” 


On came the brave Bull-dog, he came 
very near, 
While Zipper stood bravely — 
though trembling with fear. 
Then Tabby leaped at him and clawed 
his pug-nose; 
Away ran the Bull-dog, a-howling 
his woes. 


Down sat the fierce Bull-dog — while 
nursing his pain, 
And said to himself, “No, no, never 
again 
Will I chase little Zipper when Tabby’s 
around, 
Her claws are the sharpest I ever 
have found.” 


From that day and onward, these play- 
mates were free, 
Were never more troubled — and 
you will agree, 
The Bull-dog was punished, and now 
he well knows, 
It’s best to win friendships, but 
never make foes. 


—Ambrose M. Schmidt, D.D. 


“caused all that were present to stand to 
it.” Much will be accomplished for the 
glory of God and the good of the race, 
when rulers, generally, make it their first 
duty to lead their erring subjects back 
to God. 

Prayer: “Pardon our offenses, loose our 
captive chains; break down every idol, 
which our soul detains.” Think upon us, 
O God, for good and incline the hearts 
of our people to know and do Thy will. 
Amen. 


Saturday: Loving God’s Law 
Psalms 119:97-104 


Some professing Christians find it hard 
to warm up to the law of God. Their 
hearts are stirred and their emotions are 
kindled by the Gospel of Redeeming Love 
revealed in Christ; but the law affects them 
coldly. Why? No doubt, because they 
have not yet fully grasped the divine love 
that pulsates in the commandments as well 
as in the Gospels. Though they may seem 
stern, yet when one looks more deeply into 
the commandments he senses God’s com- 
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pelling love speaking through them and 
feels constrained to say, “O how I love 
Thy law!”’—that is, if one is really desir- 
ous of being freed from his sins and re- 
deemed unto God, for it is the law that 
works conviction of sin and as a kind 
schoolmaster leads men to Christ. No 
hypocrite can love the law. 

Prayer: Lord, give us each day a better 
appreciation of and deeper love for Thy 
Word. As Thou hast purposed that it 
should be a lamp unto our feet help us to 
reverence and heed it and to hide it deep 
in our hearts. Amen. 


Sunday: Fellowship with God 
Hebrews 10:19-27 

Three verbs of the passage are of high 
significance: 1. “Draw near’, and with 
full assurance of faith lay claim to and 
appropriate the unspeakable blessings that 
Christ, by His mediation has made avail- 
able to sinners; 2. “hold fast,” so that we 
may not be dispossessed of our grand her- 
itage but be more and more blessed by the 
contemplation and use of it; 3. “consider”, 
etc., that is, in the best sense of the word 
incite and induce one another to lead such 
lives and engage in such deeds as are be- 
coming to children of the highest royalty, 
sealed unto God by the blood of His Son. 
Our fellowship with God, and also with 
our fellow believers, will be enriched and 
strengthened, the more we persevere in these 
things. How great the danger of relaxa- 
tion from them is, ought to be clear to 
everyone who glances at the closing words. 

Prayer: Dear Father, keep us and all of 
Thy children near Thee this day. Make 
us zealous in spirit, firm and unwavering 
in our trust, ready and eager to help and 
serve one another. May we not receive 
Thy grace in vain. Amen. 


TINY FEET 


Two dear old ladies, evidently strange 
to traffic regulations, were obeying the 
instructions: “Cross on the white line.” 

“They might have made these lines a 
little wider, mightn’t they, dear?” one 
remarked to the other.—Montreal Star. 


READY TO OBLIGE 


“Could you give me a bite, ma’am?” 
asked the begging tramp. 

“T don’t bite myself,’ answered the lady 
of the house, “but Ill call the dog.” 


LIKES AND DISLIKES 
By Grenville Kleiser 


Look always for the pleasant, the beau- 
tiful, and the constructive. Cultivate a 
spirit of appreciation. Seek the best in 
everything. Be grateful for your priv- 
ileges and opportunities. Make each day 
contribute something to your mental and 
spiritual progress. 

Analyze your likes and dislikes. Make 
a list of them. Know just what your atti- 
tude is towards life. Devote your time 
to constructive things, that lead to worth- 
while achievement and nobility of char- 
acter. 
WHAT I LIKE MOST 
Crackling log fire. 

The blue of Naples Bay. 
Jasmine. 

Song of a kettle. 

An absorbing book. 

The Acropolis by full moonlight. 
Smell of crisp bacon. 

An ocean voyage. 

Breeze in the trees. 

Sunset on the Nile. 


WHAT I DISLIKE MOST 


Dentist’s chair. 
New shoes. 
Odor of garlic. 

_ Tedious telephone talkers. 
Any form of injustice. 
Needless noise. 
Desk in disorder. 
Chronie pessimists. 

. Gossip. 

10. Alarm clocks. 
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MY COUNTRY 

Where is “my country?” Who has de- 
creed that “my country” shall include only 
a geographical area bounded by the At- 
lantic and the Pacific ocean, Canada and 
Mexico? Who has decreed that “my coun- 
try” shall embrace only those men, insti- 
tutions, and events which lie between the 
year 1492 and the present? 

Where Isaiah lifted up his voice for hu- 
man justice, there is my country. Where 
Plato announced the reality of the spirit- 
ual, there is my country. Where Jesus 
offered His life for men, there is my coun- 
try. Where St. Francis lived the compas- 
sionate life, there is my country. Where 
Shakespeare swept the human scene into 
his dramas, there is my country. Where 
Luther struck for the liberty of the soul, 
there is my country. Where Gandhi fights 
a swordless fight for freedom, there is my 
country. Where Schweitzer heals’ the 
bodies of black men, there is my country. 
Where Kagawa champions the under- 
privileged, there is my country. Where 
brave men stand firm against Hitler’s bar- 
barism, there is my country. 

Where is my country and who are its 
enemies? 

Wherever men and women lift the flag 
of justice, or of beauty, or of freedom, or 
of truth, or of peace, or of fellowship, 
there is my country. Who enslaves men in 
body for the sake of gain, or in mind for 
the sake of power, who tramples on others’ 
rights, who closes the doors of opportunity, 
who serves the dark gods of superstition 
and prejudice, who turns his eyes toward 
the past, who denies to others the privi- 
leges he desires for himself—he is my 
enemy. 

God help me to protect my country 
against all enemies——Adapted from “My 
Country” by Herman F. Reissig. 


CHURCH: 
MEN'S 
LEAGUE 


Dr. John M. G. Darms, Secretary 


One More Chapter. Memorial Church, 
Toledo, Ohio, the Rev. Perry Bauman, 
pastor, who has always been interested in 
men’s work and as early as the last meet- 
ing of the Ohio Synod conferred about 
holding a conference meeting with all 
laymen at Toledo. When that conference 
was held, he directed the evening meeting 
and urged upon the men to join in the ad- 
vance move, which the men of the 
Churches are making. His own laymen 
were tremendously interested and secured 
literature in advance of that meeting. 
When the President of the Men’s Class, 
Mr. I. M. Bloom, sent in his request for 
a charter, another link of the League was 
forged and Toledo is now on the way to 
become a center of activity in our organ- 
ized Men’s work. We are glad to have a 
footing in this industrial city, which pul- 
sates life and where our Church has an 
honored place. Congratulations and hearty 
welcome, President Bloom, and the men 
associated with you, and may the enlarged 
fellowship and activity be mutually help- 
ful and enjoyable! 


Your Secretary spent a happy evening 
with the men of Emanuel Church, Roches- 
ter, N. Y., the Rev. Dr. Frederick H. 
Diehm, pastor. These men had prepared 
a fine dinner on short notice and opened 
their hearts to their former pastor, who 
had organized the Onesimus Men’s Club 
years ago. Much interest was displayed 
in the educational feature of our work 
and one man said: “That is exactly what 
we need, something to make us think and 
act as Christian men and something to 
balance the social fellowship which we en- 
joy.” The,pastor strongly supported the 
project of coming into the fellowship of 
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the League, and we trust that in the near 
future this will be an accomplished fact. 


Slatington, Pa., had 70 men out for the 
meeting on Nov. 20, when the Secretary 
addressed them on the League. These 
men are genuinely interested and their 
pastor, Rev. Mr. Paine, and workers will 
make a strong addition to our League. 


Organize a Chapter in your Church now. 


THE MESSENGER CAMPAIGN IN THE 
RINGTOWN CHARGE 


(An Illustration of What Can Be Done) 

The Ringtown Charge is another one 
of those places where “The Reformed 
Church Messenger” was never heard of. 
The Charge has 
five congrega- 
tions with an 
aggregate mem- 


bership of 
450, and not 
one “Messen- 
ger”  subscrip- 
tion.: In the 
present cam- 


paign this 
would seem to 
be a field ripe 
for the harvest, 
where many 
families would 
be eager to 
have the 
Church paper 
come into their 


Warren Adams, 
anaes pe “Messenger” Man of 

E ; 
ae ae IS, the Ringtown Oharge 
up-hill task, and often the field which 
looks good, in reality, disappoints us with 


half-filled ears. Such is our experience 
and probably that of many other charges 
and congregations. The eagerness which 
we expected to find was not there, and the 
logical response in subscriptions is not 
forthcoming. We could do much better, 
I believe, if we would present “Colliers,” 
the “Cosmopolitan,” the ‘Ladies’ Home 
Journal,” “Good Housekeeping,” ete.; but 
the Church paper, “Oh, I guess not. We 
are getting too many magazines the way 
it is, and we don’t get them read.” If we 
could only bring people to understand that 
the “Reformed Church Messenger” is not 
“just another magazine,” and again, if we 
could only bring people to see, since it 
seems necessary to have magazines and 
papers lying about which are not read, 
that the “Reformed Church Messenger” 
could even perform that ignoble function. 
Why couldn’t it be a Church Paper as 
well as another? 

The set-up of our “Messenger”? Campaign 
must be a peculiar one, due to the nature 
of the Ringtown Charge. There are five 
Churches, and we wish to keep the sense 
of charge unity in whatever we do. There- 
fore, we have a Charge “Messenger” Com- 
mittee, or Joint Committee. This commit- 
tee is made up of the chairmen of the 
“Messenger” Committees of the various 
congregations. Warren Adams, whose pic- 
ture accompanies this article, is at the 
head of the Joint Committee and is our 
“Messenger” Representative for the 
Charge. Mr. Adams is a member of the 
St. Paul’s congregation, Ringtown. Other 
members of the Joint Committee are John 
DeLong, of St. John’s; Frederick Houser, 
of St. James’; Wallace Baum, of Emman- 
uel’s; and Hurley Harger, of St. Peter’s. 
During the past three weeks we have re- 
ceived 11 subscriptions to the “Messenger,” 
but this is very small in a charge where 
there should he at least 75. We are hop- 
ing for a much better response. 

—A. C. Rohrbaugh, pastor. 


FALL MEETING GRTTYSBURG 
CLASSIS 
Gettysburg Classis met in regular fall 
session on Tuesday, October 29. 1935, be- 
ginning at 9.30 A. M.. in St. Paul’s (Red 
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Run) Church, Mulberry, Pa., East Berlin 
Charge, Rev. Dr. H. D. Houtz, pastor. 
Devotional services in the morning were 


in charge of Rev. G. Howard Koons, Fair- 
field, Pa., the address being given by Dr. 
J. G. Rupp, Treasurer of the Foreign Mis- 
sion Board. In the afternoon the devo- 
tions were in charge of Rev. Royce E. 
Schaeffer, Littlestown, Pa., the address 
being given by Rey. Dr. E. F. Hoffmeier, 
Hanover, Pa. 

After the transaction of some routine 
business matters, the greater part of the 
day was given over to the hearing of re- 
ports and the discussion of the work of 
the Boards of the Church, including the 
Kingdom Roll Call, Home Missions, For- 
eign Missions, Ministerial Relief, Christian 
Education, Social Welfare including Or- 
phans’ Homes and the Synod’s Old Folk’s 
Home. The reports and discussions were 
in each case supplemented by representa- 
tives of the various boards. Dr. J. G. 
Rupp spoke on Foreign Missions, Dr. Allen 
S. Meck on Home Missions, Dr. Harry N. 
Bassler on Ministerial Relief, Dr. Henry 
I. Stahr on Christian Education, Rev. 
Oliver H. Maurer, Red Lion, Pa., on the 
“Reformed Church Messenger” Campaign, 
and Rev. A. P. Frantz, Superintendent of 
the Hoffman Orphanage, on the work of 
the Home. 

All matters referred to classis by Poto- 
mac Synod were adopted including the ap- 
portionments for the coming vear. The 
Kingdom Service Committee announced 
the annual Consistorial (Conference of clas- 
sis which was held at Mt. Zion Church, 
Spring Grove, Pa., Dr. G. W. Welsh, pas- 
tor, on Wednesday evening, November 13, 
with an attendance of 104 ministers and 
Jaymen from the Churches of classis. The 
annual Men’s Rally, under the direction 
of the Committee on Evangelism, Rev. A. 
O. Bartholomew, Chairman, was held in 
Trinity Church, Hanover, on Sunday after- 
noon, October 20, with 592 present, the ad- 
dress being given by Dr. Paul S. Lein- 
bach, Editor of the “Reformed Church 
Messenger.” 

Rev. Howard 8. Fox, Gettysburg, Pa., 
and Dr. Paul D. Yoder, Codorus, Pa., were 
appointed delegates to the annual conven- 
tion of the Penna. Council of Churches, 
Harrisburg, Pa., April, 1936. Classis ac- 
cepted an invitation to meet in the fall 
of 1936 in the new St. Bartholomew’s 
Church, West Manheim Charge, which is 
now in course of erection and is expected 
to be completed and dedicated the com- 
ing spring. 

The members of Classis and visiting 
brethren were delightfully and most hos- 
pitably entertained in the- homes of the 
members of St. Paul’s Church. 


—E. M. Sando, Stated Clerk. 


BACKGROUND OF THE CROSS 


I reeall one never-to-be-forgotten even- 
ing in midsummer at Lake Junaluska in 
North Carolina. I was returning along by 
the shore of the lake walking toward the 
Mission Building. Darkness was falling 
from the surrounding mountains upon the 
quiet bosom of the waters beside me. 
In the far distance storm clouds had gath- 
ered and great thunderheads, black and 
menacing, rolled up on the horizon at the 
far end of the lake. As I watched them 
coming with darkening intensity suddenly 
there flashed on a high hill before me the 
emblazoned cross that we all know so 
well. I had seen it lighted before; it 
always impressed me as it did that sum- 
mer night when it became a luminous spot 
silhouetted against the black background 
of threatening thunderclouds. The clouds 
served but to bring out more sharply and 
impressively the outlines of the cross. 
We never quite understand the love of 
God until we s2e it against the background 
of sin. Forgiveness shines with new 
glories when men recall the hopelessness 
of the far country and the bleak and star- 
less night when they knew not God.— 
Paul B. Kern in The Miracle of the 
Galilean. 


Chureh of Cincinnati in its setting and 
background. The sketch appeared in a 
recent Sunday issue of the “Cincinnati 
Enquirer.” 

The structure is 75 years old, having 
been built in the period immediately 
after the Civil War, during the pastor- 
ate of the sainted Dr. Conrad Sauer, 
whose life reads like a novel. In short, 
he founded the congregation; under his 
leadership the Church edifice was built; 
he labored for 19 years, brought up the 
membership of the Church to 900, and 
died! What a record! 

On the steeple, keeping watch over 
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Salem Reformed Church, Cincinnati, as seen from Sycamore Hill 


foot statue of the angel Gabriel. It 
was removed in recent months for gold- 


leafing and tower inspection. Both 
tower and angel were found to be in 
excellent condition. Our forefathers 


built well. 

Salem Church maintained an all year 
average Church attendance of over 500 
per Sunday at its services during 1934. 
Over 700 confessed Christ in Holy Com- 
munion during 1935. Amidst a chang- 
ing and unstable population, but with 
a stable, tried and loyal constituency 
as a nucleus, the Church is doing an ac- 
tive and much needed work in down- 
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OUR SALEM CHURCH IN CINCINNATI 
This is an artist’s sketch of our his- the city—and over the heavy traffic town Cincinnati. 
toric down-town Salem Reformed that thunders by its doors—is the 9% 


The congregation pays its apportion- 
ment in full, on the monthly basis. 
Three vested choirs, Senior, Intermedi- 
ate and Junior, participate in the ser- 
vices each Sunday. Ralph E. Hartzell, 
graduate of the Cincinnati College of 
Musis, is Minister of Music. Alvina 
Fledderjohn, M.R.E., graduate of Hei- 
delberg College and Lane Theological 
Seminary, is Parish Worker aud pastor 
of the Junior Church. Rev. Edwin A. 
Katterhenry, a graduate of Mission 
House Seminary, is in the third year 
of his ministry at Salem. 


—Elder Henry J. Westermeyer. 
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FAMILY CHURCH WORSHIP—LOST? 
(Continued from Page 2) 


78 in the negative, while 49 say, “It de- 
pends on the School.” Finally, under this 
head, the answers may be noted to the 
question, “If the condition arose whereby 
the child were offered the alternative of 
attending either the Church School or the 
Church services (it being impossible to 
attend both), which would you advise?”, 
191 of the lay-people reply in favor of the 
Church School, and 25 in favor of the 
Church. 

On the other hand, the parents of today 
and of the near future appear to want 
the children in the Church and express a 
willingness to have them there even under 
the most trying conditions. One question 
read as follows: “Do you think that a 
separate junior service in some other part 
of the Church building each Sunday would 
meet the religious needs of the child until 
confirmation age?”, 177 reply “Yes”; 51 
reply “No”. Another question inquired, “If 
no provision is made for a junior sermon, 
would you advocate having the child at- 
tend the regular Church services?”, 165 
answer in the affirmative as compared 
with 49 in the negative. 


It is sometimes advocated that the child 
should stay away from the Chureh until 
after confirmation. Yet when such a ques- 
tion was put to those investigated, an 
overwhelming majority (174 to 36) reply 
in effect that a child in the Church is safe 
for adulthood. To them confirmation 
meant but a continuance and fuller un- 
derstanding of a practice which had be- 
come a part of childhood experience. If 
all the reasons given by these people could 
be published and the personalities behind 
them brought to the point where they 
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would support their arguments before 
Chureh and nation, the Church’s future 


would be assured. They cry, Give us a 
program for the children! The adults find 
their places easily, but the children must 
be led. Give them competent leadership, 
and make the service as much theirs as 


possible! 
Where does all this lead us? These re- 
plies have revealed something definite, 


which, perhaps in the form of an indict- 
ment, gives us an insight into the failure 
of family group worship in our own day. 
The aforementioned indictment takes the 
form of this general conclusion: “It ap- 
pears that the people of the Reformed 
Chureh are prone to think of the Church 
service not in terms of worship, but only 
as a place for sermonizing. Thus most of 
the unconscious influence which a service 
might hold for a child is discounted be- 
cause the sermon is above his head.” This 
conclusion was formulated by the writer 
on the basis of the general trend of an- 
swers received on all questions pertaining 
to worship. 


Dr. A. W. Beaven, the noted Chureh 
leader, writes: ‘When children attend 
with parents, it consolidates the family 
life and builds the tie that binds the fam- 
ily together in spiritual things.” Though 
a child may not know the niceties of 
Church worship, still he is a part of it 
and should be recognized. The family pew 
places the responsibility for his attend- 
ance and conduct on the shoulders of his 
parents, where it should rightfully be. 
The child more and more is taking first 
place in the minds of Church-going men 
and women. Here is the root for a re- 
vived and renewed Christian civilization. 
What is the Church, your Church, doing 
about it? 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Third Sunday in Advent 
December 15, 1935 
Ezra Teaching The Law of God 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5, 6, 8-12 
Golden Text: Thy word have I laid up 
in my heart. Psalm 19:11. 


Lesson Outline: 1. Reading the Law. 2. 


Interpreting the Law. 3. Living the Law. 


The two men who stand out prominently 
in the period of reconstruction are Ezra 
and Nehemiah. After the dedication of 
the walls of Jerusalem, Nehemiah returned 
to Susa. During his absence religion, again, 
declined in Judah. The reforms insti- 
tuted by him made no lasting change in 
the life of the Jewish colony. 

One of the greatest evils was inter- 
marriage with the surrounding heathen 
peoples. Unchecked, it meant the gradual 
absorption of the small and weak group 
of Jews by their pagan neighbors. Nehe- 
miah took extreme measures to stop that 
menace, when he returned to Jerusalem, 
about 432 B. C. (13:23-28). This initial 
reform was followed by similar measures 
against other evils (13:15-22). 

But the whole movement received a 
mighty impetus when Ezra arrived in 
Jerusalem, near the end of the fifth cen- 
tury B.C. A large band of Jews, zealous 
for the law, accompanied him, and he held 
a royal commission to teach the law and 
the statutes. Thus he built upon the 
foundation of his great forerunner. What 
Nehemiah, the energetic layman, had be- 

, Ezra, the priest and scribe, com- 
pleted. 


I. Reading the Law. Ezra spent two 
. 


months in quiet observation and prepara- 
tion, awaiting a suitable opportunity to 
inaugurate his work. Early in October 
that opportunity presented itself, when all 
the people met in the open court, near the 
water-gate, to observe the feast of the 
new moon, 

At their own request, Ezra brought “the 
book of the law of Moses, which the Lord 
had commanded to Israel.” In all prob- 
ability this book contained the body of 
laws found today chiefly in Leviticus, 
Numbers, and in certain parts of Exodus 
(25:31; 34:29-40:38), which Ezra and other 
priests had collected into one code (known 
as the Priestly or Levitical Code). 

The ensuing scene is of striking inter- 
est and importance. It marks the begin- 
ning of a new era, in which the Jews be- 
came the nation of a sacred book. <A 
similar scene was enacted in the reign 
of Josiah, 621 B. C. His reformation also 
was based upon a book, found in the tem- 
ple, which now forms a part of Deuteron- 
omy. 

But that earlier reform speedily spent 
itself. This later scene is far more im- 
portant. Its influence is still felt. The 
law read and expounded by Ezra moulded 
the subsequent life of the Jewish people. 
It helped to shape the course of universal 
history. 

Speaking in general, one may date sys- 
tematic instruction in the Word of God 
from that date in history. Ezra and his 
helpers were the pioneers in the teaching 
of the Bible, and the forerunners of our 
Sunday School teachers. The scene pre- 
sented in our lesson may well serve as 
a model for our inspiration and emula- 
tion. 


There is, first, the significant fact that 
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the assembled nation sent for Ezra and 
his sacred book. We are far from that 
point. We keep the Bible studiously out 


of our schools. While priest, rabbis, and 
ministers are debating this vital issue, our 
teachers are trying to make bricks without 


straw. They must attempt to build char- 
acter without the aid and inspiration of 
religion. The result of that futile effort 
is bound to be disastrous. It is widely 
felt among teachers and educators that 
the adequate religious teaching and train- 
ing of young America is a grave national 
problem. 

Again, we harbor millions of adult 
aliens in our land. They are aliens in 
spirit, as well as in speech and garb. That 
spiritual alienation bodes ill for our re- 
ligious traditions and democratic institu- 
tions. 

What are we doing for these congested 
masses of foreigners in our great industrial 
centers? We hear complaints from down- 
town churches, whose territory has been 
invaded by unwelcome aliens. Their de- 
sire to move into suburban regions is per- 
fectly intelligible and justifiable. But we 
dare not neglect the stranger in our midst. 
We must help to win them for Christ, un- 
less, indeed, the Church is merely a holy 
club for the edification of its members. 

Our lesson is equally suggestive for those 
who cherish the Bible as the fountain of 
truth and life. Both its teachers and stu- 
dents may find valuable help in that as- 
sembly at Jerusalem. 

Let teachers note that Ezra was “a 
ready scribe in the law of Moses, and had 
set his heart to seek and to do it, and to 
teach in Israel statutes and judgments.” 
It was his “heart” that led this teacher 
to his task, but it made him “seek and do” 
the law. Ezra gave his all to the work 
of teaching, head and heart and hand. 
No wonder the people listened to him 
eagerly from morn till noon. And when 
he began the reading of the law, he opened 
the scroll reverently and blessed the Lord 
in prayer. 

No material equipment in our Sunday 
Schools can ever take the place of the 
personal factor. No technical skill can 
make up for lack of piety or integrity. 
Godly teachers are our first need. They 
alone make good teachers. But to meet 
the demands of our time we must add thor- 
ough training and careful preparation to 
their consecration. They must know God 
and Christ from their own experience, 
but they must learn to know the Bible 
and the child through earnest and patient 
study. The problem of religious education 
will be solved only when personal piety 
and professional skill are brought to the 
task. 

But the pupils also must contribute their 
share to the success of the work. Ezra 
faced a complete class and a prepared 
class. It was a complete class. Entire 
households stood before him at the water- 
gate, parents with their children. There 
was a plea recently heard in the campaign 
for Sunday Movies. Bring ‘the entire 
family! Let us make it in behalf of the 
Church. <A return to this hallowed prac- 
tice of former days would prove a bless- 
ing to many. The attempt to build a 
home on money or culture is futile. Its 
only safe foundation is the religion of 
Christ. 

The class was also prepared inwardly. 
The people whom Ezra taught were hun- 
gry for the law. Their attitude was 
reverent and expectant (8:6). Their many 
afflictions and disappointments had made 


them humble, and hungry for spiritual 
food. Thus men should go to church, as 
to a celestial feast. Without spiritual 


aspiration, a hearer will find the richest 
lesson dull, and the best sermon tedious. 
The hungry heart is as necessary as the 
abundant feast. 

II. Interpreting the Law. The mere 
reading of the law was not enough. The 
language itself may have been unintelli- 
gible to many hearers, whose Hebrew had 
been corrupted into a mongrel dialect. In 
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any case, many of these ancient precepts 
Were obscure and difficult. They required 
interpretation. Accordingly, while Ezra 
read the law, the Levites explained its 
meaning, 

There is no magic in the Bible. Its 
blessings are not bestowed mechanically 
upon those who read the letter without 
grasping the spirit. One may read the 
Bible from cover to cover without reaping 
spiritual benefit. 

The sincere lover of God’s Word must 
avoid the two extremes represented by 
irreverence and ignorance. Hoth the scof- 
fer or skeptic and the literalist miss the 
divine meaning of the Seriptures. The 
one treats it and discards it as a relic of 
superstitious ages. The other regards it 
as a sacrosanct fetish. Both are wrong. 

The Bible is human and divine. It is 
the historical record of God’s revelation. 
Men made it, but God inspired it. But it 
is a very old book, and it was written in 
the Orient. Often its symbols are obscure 
to the western mind, and its speech diffi- 
cult. Therefore it requires patient study 
and expert interpretation. 

That is one of the important functions 
of the Christian minister. Intelligent lay- 
men fully recognize that their piety alone 
does not qualify them to speak dogmati-. 
cally in difficult biblical matters. Just 
as they defer to the professional authority 
of doctors, lawyers, and teachers, so they 
will honor and trust the professional com- 
petency of their ministers, acquired in 
years of patient study. 

III. Living the Law. The Word of God 
contains a marvelous power, even God’s 
power unto salvation. That becomes evi- 
dent in the closing scenes of our lesson. 
The law, read and expounded, touched the 
conscience of the people. And when they 
understood the will of the Lord, their 
sins filled them with dismay. ‘They wept 
bitterly. But their leaders comforted them, 
and sent them home rejoicing in the con- 
sciousness of having made a new start in 
life. 

The first fruits of their regeneration 
were gifts sent to the poor. On the second 
day the leaders of the community received 
further instruction in the law, which led 
to the faithful observance of the Feast 
of Tabernacles. Thus the outcome of that 
memorable study of the law was a genuine 
revival of religion and morality through- 
out the Jewish colony. 

The pages of history are luminous and 
glorious with similar happenings, result- 
ing from the teaching and preaching of the 
Gospel, which is infinitely more precious 
than the law of Moses. It reveals the 
infinite love of God, not merely His law. 
The proclamation of that divine love has 
won the hearts of many since it was in- 
carnate in Christ. It still awakens faith 
in men, and leads them through repentance 
into the joy of salvation. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


Dec. 15: Keeping Christ in Christmas 
Luke 2:8-14; Eph. 3:16-19 

The approaching Christmas season 
brings with itself a variety of interests 
and activities. Our shops and stores as 
well as our streets have been decorated in 
festive colors and are teeming with the 
multitudes who are “getting ready for 
Christmas.” Soon our homes and our 
Churches will witness the Christmas tree 
and be garlanded with laurel and ever- 
green, and soon little hearts will be a- 
flutter with anxious anticipation, while 
older folks will be planning glad surprises 
and gifts for their loved ones and friends. 
As the day draws nearer, the song in our 
Churches rises to a higher key until on 
that happy morn we exultingly sing 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem,” and we 
wish each other “A Merry Christmas.” No 
season of the year is so full of joy and 
no day so gladsome as Christmas. What 
a wealth of meaning clusters around this 
day! Well, may heaven and earth, rich 
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and poor, vie with each other in its cele- 
bration. Of course, the center of it all is 
Christ. The heart of Christmas lies in the 
Christ-child cradled in Bethlehem’s man- 
ger. It loses its significance altogether if 
Christ is overshadowed by other interests. 
We are told that Christmas originally was 
not a Christian festival, but it grew out of 
the saturnalian frolics of the Romans which 
were simply carousals of drunkenness and 
lust. If this is so it only shows how 


Christianity has the power to transform 


heathen and worldly life and bring neve 
meaning and content to pagan practices. 

But, in our religious life we are alwa: 
in danger of slipping back; there is t 
tendeney to revert to worldly forms a 
deeds. 
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our guard lest we lose the things we cher- 


ish, This is especially true concerning 
Christmas. We are in constant danger of 


losing Christ from Christmas. The spirit 
of commercialism and of secularism has 
invaded the holy sanctuary of Christmas 
until Christ has become secondary or is 
almost wholly obscured. Many of our 
stores think more of the profit which in- 
creased trade brings them at this time, 
than they do of exalting Christ in busi- 
ness. Even our Churches sometimes allow 
the Christ-child to be submerged by a lot 
of extraneous performances which are in- 
tended to amuse rather than to edify. The 
day is too often given over to eating and 
drinking, to merriment and play rather 
than to serious meditation and to the 
honor of the Babe of Bethlehem. When 
Tiny Tim and Peter Pan, when trees and 
stockings, when nuts and candy, when gifts 
and Santa Claus come to occupy the center 
of the stage, Christ is taken out of ‘Christ- 
mas and the day itself is no longer a holy 
day but becomes a holiday. 

Now, how can we keep Christ in Christ- 
mas? 

First. By reading and recalling the 
events of His birth. The Shepherds said 
one to another, “Let us now go even unto 
Bethlehem and see this thing which is 
come to pass.” In spirit we must go with 
those simple hearted folk and bring the 
events of that day vividly before our 
minds. Take your Bible and read the 
story of how Christ was born. There is 
nothing more beautiful in all literature 
than the first and second chapters of 
Luke’s gospel. Then take your Hymn book 
and read and sing the wonderful hymns 
that have been written in honor of this 
event. These hymns are among the most 
precious gems of poetry that have ever 
come out of the mind and heart of man. 
Then take some of the books that con- 
tain Christmas stories (and the world’s 
literature teems with such books) and read 
some of them. Study some of the fine 
pieces of art which pertain to Christmas, 
until your whole soul is saturated with 
the spirit of Christ, and your spirit re- 
joices with the saints of old. 

Second. By spending at least a part of 
the day in God’s house. Christmas is an 
indoor festival. It belongs to the hearth. 
It comes in the dead of winter when the 
snow and the cold drive us indoors. But 
it also belongs to the sanctuary. This 
divine event should be celebrated in the 
place where His honor dwelleth and where 
men and women are accustomed to meet 
their God. The wise men worshipped and 
if we are wise we too will worship on this 
day and the Church is the place where men 
worship. 

Third. By doing something for others. 
The spirit of giving is inspired by Christ. 
Making others happy is a Christ-like thing. 
He went about doing good, and we share 
His life and spirit by sharing our gifts 
with others. The spirit of unselfishness, 
of love and kindness, is the. spirit of 
Christ. If Christmas is kept aright, it will 
forever keep alive the spirit of goodwill, 
of generosity, of gladness, in the human 
heart. 

Fourth. By helping to bring in the era 
of peace on earth. This is what the an- 
gels sang on that starry night over Judea’s 
hills. Christmas means peace if Christ is 
central. It means peace in the individual 
heart, in the home, among classes and 
races, in the nation, among the nations, in 
all the world. ‘Christ in Christmas helps 
all men to dwell together in unity and 
peace. He is the Prince of Peace. When 
Christ was born there were wars raging 
in the world, but in Bethlehem a crib- 
cradled Child ushered in the reign of 
peace. 

If we keep Christ in Christmas we may 
have Christmas all the year round. It is 
then not a day but the spirit of a life. 
We may then carry its gladness, its peace 
and joy, its riches and blessing through 
all the days of our life. Then, not only 
on Christmas, but on all days we may 
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promulgate mental hygiene among college 


students. Mrs. Elliot is a seminar speaker 
of the Students’ Christian Association of 
the Middle Atlantic States. 

On Nov. 20, Mrs. Elliot held two semi- 
nar meetings, one at 4 P. M. and one at 
7 P. M., in which she discussed “Relation- 
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ships Between Men and Women of College 


Age” and “Relationships Between Older 
and Younger People.” An open forum was 
held at the evening meeting in which 
several members of the seven colleges 
represented asked questions concerning 
their own personal problems such as: 
Should a medical student marry before 
graduation from his medical work? Does 


it lower the social status of a college man 
and woman to marry when the husband 
is earning a meager salary? Why does 
men’s pride prevent their allowing their 
wives to work when the wives’ salaries are 
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needed to maintain a decent standard of 
living? What can a man do to overcome 
the exaggerated fear which prevents his 
speaking in public? 


‘ 
At the end of the open forum Mrs. Elliot 


answered other personal questions relative 
to the problems of the college students 
from the following institutions: Moravian 
College for Men with 10 representatives; 
East Stroudsburg State Teachers’ College 
with 5; Lafayette with 6; Moravian Col- 
lege for Women with 22; Muhlenburg with 
1; Lehigh with 2; and Cedar Crest with 
100. 
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Norman H. Davis was named Noy. 19 
by President Roosevelt as chairman of the 
delegation that will represent the United 
States at the conference on naval limita- 
tion which will convene in London on 
Dec. 6. The other members of the delega- 
tion, aside from technical experts, will 
be Admiral William S. Standley, Chief of 
Naval Operations, and William I. Phillips, 
Under-Secretary of State. 

Winning every one of the 5 counties in 
the 8rd Congressional District in Michi- 
gan, Verner W. Main, Townsend Plan ean- 
didate, swept the primary election in a 
field of 5 candidates, Nov. 19. 

President Roosevelt and his chief relief 
officer, Harry L. Hopkins, gave pledges, 
Noy. 19, to American Mayors meeting in 
Washington that there would be no “stary- 
ation”, because Federal aid to the jobless 
would continue while necessary. 

Receipts of $1,071,000 from the series 
of balls held on President Roosevelt’s 
birthday anniversary last January for aid 
in fighting infantile paralysis were re- 
ported to Mr. Roosevelt, Noy. 19, when 
he entertained the members of the Com- 
mission for Infantile Paralysis Research 
at luncheon. 

The Nobel committee has decided that 
no peace prize will be awarded this year. 

Puerto Rico celebrated, Nov. 19, the 
442nd anniversary of Columbus’ landing 
with a legal holiday. ; 

A national conference on land, sea and 
air accidents to promote a drive to re- 
lieve the present “distressed situation” 
will be held early in December at the sug- 
gestion of President Roosevelt. The fatal- 
ities, 1934, were classified: Motor Vehicle, 
36,000; Home, 34,000; Public, 17,000; Oc- 
cupational, 16,000. The injured last year 
were 9,700,000. Of this number 5,100,000 
persons were hurt in their homes. 

Admiral of the Fleet Earl Jellicoe, com- 
mander Of Great Britain’s Grand Fleet in 
1914, died in London, Nov. 20. The body 
was laid to rest in St. Paul’s Cathedral. 

Handicapped children of the nation will 
be the principal beneficiaries of the Will 
Rogers Memorial Fund, it was decided, 
Nov. 21, at a meeting of the memorial 
committee of the fund commission in New 
York City. 

Secretary of the Interior Ickes called 
upon American oil producers to halt 
further shipments to Italy. Spokesmen for 
large concerns said they would heed the 
wishes of the administration. 

The China Clipper left San Francisco 
Nov. 22 for the Far East, carrying the 
first transpacifie air mail. Thousands 
gathered on the hill overlooking the Gold- 
en Gate and waved good-bye to the air- 
liner. Postmaster General James A. Farley 
was present at the farewell ceremony to 
say officially, “Bon voyage”, to Captain 
Edwin C. Musick and his crew. 

Finland has’ resolved again to pay the 
United States debt instalment due Dee. 
15 totaling $230,453. She is the only na- 
tion that has never failed to meet an 


instalment when due. The aggregate due 
the United States on all war debts, Dee. 
15, is $965,414,000. 

The shipping industry of the United 
States was warned by the government, 
its principal creditor, Nov. 22, to conform 
to the policies of the administration re- 
garding shipment of war materials to Italy 
and Ethiopia. At the same time a report 
was released by the Department of Com- 
merce revealing large increases in exports 
during October to Italy and Italian Africa. 

Federal expenditures for the current 
fiscal year have passed $3,000,000,000, and 
money is now being spent by the govern- 
ment at a rate hitherto unequaled in peace 
time, the Treasury reported, Nov. 22. 

A definite decision by President Roose- 
velt to ask Congress for funds to add 
about 4,000 men to the Navy personnel 
was announced by him Nov. 22, at Warm 
Springs, Ga., where he has gone to spend 
the Thanksgiving holiday. 

Mauna Loa, the Hawaiian voleano, 
started eruption Nov. 22, the first since 
Dee., 1933. The sulphur fumes arose to 
such a height that they were visible 40 
miles away. The town of Hilo was safe 
as the lava descended the uninhabited side 
of the peak. 

A new world altitude record for air- 
planes was claimed Nov. 22 by the Rus- 
sian aviator Vladimir Konstan-tinovitch 
Kokinaki after a flight which took him 
47,806 feet above Moscow. 

King George II resumed the leadership 
of Greece Nov. 22 when he boarded the 
flagship Helle at Brindisi, Italy, Nov. 22. 
Shipboard is considered Greek territory. 
Thousands paid tribute Nov. 25 as he rode 
in triumph into Athens. 

Secretary of State Hull indicated Nov. 
23 that the United States would not inter- 
fere with normal trade with Italy, but 
would regard abnormal increases of ex- 
ports as essential war materials. 

Growing dissatisfaction with the effects 
of sanctions is being manifested in 
Belgium by business interests and resulted 
Nov. 23 in riots at Liege, in which 20 
were injured. 


Bringing to a climax a long fight be-— 


tween industrial and craft unionism with- 
in the ranks of the American Federation 
of Labor, John L. Lewis, president of the 
United Mine Workers, resigned, Nov. 23, 
as vice-president of the Federation. 

Definite signs of recovery were hailed 
on 3 fronts in Washington Noy. 24 as 
representatives of capital and labor, as 
well as the government, viewed the record 
of the past few months and noticed that 
business upturn has been sustained now 
for more than a year. : 

Lincoln Ellsworth, who with his pilot, 
Herbert Hollick-Kenyon, started Nov. 23 
from Dundee Island on a flight to the 
Ross Sea, 2,140 miles away, has not been 
heard from since about half way to the 
Bay of Whales. 

A nation-wide campaign seeking to re- 
duce automobile accidents at least 35% by 
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1941, thus preserving 38,000 lives, was an- 
nounced Nov. 24 by the National Safety 
Council. The 5-year drive will open Jan, 
1. The council’s plan envisages the exten- 
sion of uniform, time-proved methods to ¥ 
all sections. , 
The British and the French Govern- 
ments reached an agreement Noy. 24 to 
urge postponement of the discussion of an 
oil embargo against Italy. 
Dunfermline, Scotland, observed the cen- 
tenary of the birth of Andrew Carnegie, 
Nov. 25. As a part of the international 
celebration, Dr. John H. Finley, of the 
“New York Times”, broadcast Nov. 24 
from a small weaver’s cottage in Dun- 
fermline, Scotland, where Mr. Carnegie 
was born. ¢ 
Martial law for 60 days was voted by 
the Congress of Brazil at the request of 
President Getulio Vargas and the Cabinet, 
while Federal army, naval and air forces 
battled revolutionists in the States of 
Pernambuco and Rio Grande do Norte. 
The Supreme Court, Nov. 25, enjoined 


temporarily government collection of pro- “ 
cessing taxes upon 8 Louisiana rice mill- «gl 
ers, pending decision on whether lower ae 


courts can legally bar such collections un- 
der the revised AAA, 

Continuation of substantial gains in 
employment, with nearly 250,000 workers 
returned to jobs in private industry in 
October and an increase of $8,200,000 in 
weekly payrolls, was reported Nov. 25 by 
Secretary of Labor Perkins. ay 

A large section of North China declared 
itself independent of the Nanking Goy- 
ernment Nov. 25 and ealled on Japan for 
assistance—to immediately send troops 
“to purge North China of Communists”, 


OBITUARY 


-MRS. CARRIE ANN MAYER 


Widow of the late Rev. Frederick Mayer, — 
D.D., passed out of this life November | 
14, 1935, just twenty weeks following the 
death of her husband. She was the daugh- 
ter of David and Hadassah Miller and a_ 
granddaughter of the Rev. John Hamm 
who came from Pennsylvania to Manches- 
ter, Ohio, in 1824. Mrs. Mayer was born 
in Manchester, Ohio, September 9, 1858. 
On July 5, 1887, she was married to Rey. 
Mayer. To this union were born three 
daughters: Miss Frederica, tonchesaam 
Youngstown; Mrs. Esther Neuenschwan 
der, Akron; Mrs. Olga Yost, New Yor! 
and two sons: Dr. Nevin, Appleer 
Ohio; Frederick, attorney, Dallas, Te 
Mrs. Mayer united with the Church in he 
early years. By inheritance and training 
she became well qualified to be the syn 
pathetic companion of a minister, 1 
ated into this new life during Dr. Mz 
pastorate at Applecreek, she accomp 
him to the larger field of the First C hureh 
at Youngstown. Here she became aet ; 
in the work to the extent as permitted 
her home responsibilities; an active me 
ber of the Ladies’ Aid Society, chart 
member of the Missionary Society and y 
made a Life Member of the General Sy 
odical Missionary Society. For more tha 
40 years she shared the experiences of h 
husband; was courageous with strong co 
victions and optimistic in times of 
tress. She was essentially a home-ma 
with deep devotion to the highest inte 
est of the family. The sons and daught 
were educated at Heidelberg Colle, 
the mother followed them in their 
with great joy. Private funeral — 
was conducted at the Mayer reside: 
the 16th by Rev. Rowland Luh 
Rev. A. D. Wolfinger, D.D., the 
giving the address from John 14:1. | 
E. D.. Wettach, D.D., offered the 
tion and Rev. Orvis W. Hau 
read the Scripture, Rev. Mr. Luh 
ing the regular prayer. The bod 
ia creat by the side of her husban 
Hill Cemetery. cl) efile 


